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Darren Lebeuf’s children’s book, My City Speaks, tells the tale of a girl with 
a visual impairment and her father as they journey through their city
By Michael Ganley 

Brookside resident Darren 
Lebeuf’s latest children’s 
book, My City Speaks, is up 

for an American Library Association 
award for young children’s fiction. 
Published by Toronto-based Kids 
Can Press, the book tells the story 
of a young, visually impaired girl 
and her father as they make their 
way around the city they love: to the 
playground, the community garden, 
the market and an outdoor concert. 
As they go, the girl describes her 
sensory experiences in vivid and 
evocative detail. My City Speaks, 
which comes in an optional braille 
edition, is the winner of the 2022 
Schneider Family Book Award for 
Young Children. 

It is Lebeuf’s third book in 
his series published by Kids Can, 
following up on My Forest is Green 
and My Ocean is Blue. He says 
all three are about noticing and 
appreciating the details we often 
overlook. “My Forest is Green is 
about the idea that a forest isn’t just 
a group of trees,” he says. “It’s about 
the texture of the bark, the shades of 
green, the sound of a woodpecker. 
It’s all the things that come together 
to create this bigger portrait.”

Lebeuf’s own story is equally 
intricate. He grew up on an acreage 
near Devon and moved to Edmonton 
to study graphic design at MacEwan 
University. His first job was creating 
dinosaur exhibits at Royal Tyrrell 
Museum. But in 2007 his wife Jen, a 
teacher, took a job at an international 
school in Viet Nam and, he says, “I 
went along for the ride.”

He first worked in the graphics 
department at an architecture 
firm, but ever open to creative 
opportunities, he took some photo-
graphy gigs, shooting portraits and 
weddings. He was building his 
reputation when, in 2010, Jen took 
a teaching position in Hong Kong. 
Lebeuf says that’s when his career 
took off. He continued with the 
portrait and wedding photography, 
but started getting bigger contracts, 
accompanying clients to their 

ceremonies in Thailand, New 
Zealand, Australia and more. 

After six years in Hong Kong, the 
couple, then with a daughter, moved 
to Vancouver. Lebeuf says he had to 
start his career over from scratch. To 
make ends meet, he started shooting 
real estate. He photographed houses 
staged to the point of sterility, with 
signs of individuality and family 
removed, to help with resale. It was 
tedious, but it led to his next idea. 
“I was photographing these homes 
that had been in the family for 10, 
20, 50 years,” he says. “Or maybe 
it was a young family’s first home 
and they were moving out. I thought 
it would be interesting and valuable 
for people to have their homes 
photographed, not just the rooms 
but the little details and things that 
show off the family’s character 
while they’re still living in it, when 

a home is at its heyday.” And so was 
born Housestories, in which Lebeuf 
captures a moment in time of a 
family’s existence, delivering it to 
them in the form of a photo album. 
“Throughout our lives we will have 
hundreds, if not thousands of photos 
of our faces, but very few, if any of 
our homes, and yet it is our homes 
that truly tell the story of who we 
are,” he says.

Lebeuf will be in Washington, 
D.C. for the American Library 
Association ceremony in June. He 
has a couple of books submitted 
for possible publication, and others 
in various stages of completion. 
He continues his wedding and 
portrait photography, along with 
Housestories, documenting the 
biggest moments in people’s lives as 
well as the little details we tend to 
overlook. 
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Brookside Author Wins American 
Library Association Award Welcome 

to No-
Mow May
Let your lawn grow and 
help the pollinators
By Harvey Voogd, North 
Saskatchewan River Valley 
Conservation Society

Starting in the U.K. and 
picking up steam in 
Canada, No-mow May is a 

call to help wild pollinators and 
other wildlife in the greenspaces 
where we live. Trying to increase 
your lawn’s diversity is important 
for urban nature because lawns 
are one of the largest green 
spaces in our cities. Canada has 
an estimated 6.2 million lawns.

If you imagine dozens and 
dozens of backyards doing 
things to improve habitat for 
native pollinators and migratory 
birds, this can have a big impact 
on nature and the quality of our 
urban ecosystems. By letting 
flowers bloom on your lawn, 
including dandelions, you can 
provide an important source of 
nectar and pollen for wild bees, 
butterflies and other pollinating 
insects.

Bees and butterflies are the 
most familiar insect pollinators, 
while moths, flies, beetles, and 
ants are lesser-known pollinators 
that still play an important role. 
In recent years, there has been a 
sharp decline in some pollinator 
populations owing to climate 
change, habitat loss, loss of 
native plants and pesticides. 

A U.K. study found that 
changing a mowing routine and 
allowing plants to flower can 
create enough nectar for 10 times 
more pollinators. It is suggested 
to mow your lawn every four 
weeks, which results in a higher 
number of flowers on your lawn.

You can find tips on ways 
to attract more pollinators 
to your yard by going to 
natureconservancy.ca and then  
searching for “save the bees.”

Darren Lebeuf is an author, illustrator and photographer. His work documents the 
details of life, from a family home to the experiences of the visually impaired.

Photos courtesy Darren Lebeuf
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Grow Up, Not Out
Edmonton’s proposed zoning laws would allow construction of 
row houses and apartments in most residential areas
By Michael Ganley

Right now, in many 
residential areas of 
Edmonton such as 

Riverbend and Terwillegar, 
single-family homes dominate 
the landscape. It’s the result 
of many years of municipal 

zoning laws that favoured them over multi-
unit options, allowing (and encouraging) the 
city to build out rather than up.

It’s an expensive and inefficient approach 
to housing and to land use. It gobbles up space, 
requires extensive roads and other public 
services and contributes to a dominating car 
culture. Continuous expansion has also led the 
City to butt up against its neighbours in St. 
Albert, Sherwood Park, Leduc and Parkland 
County.

But the tide is turning. Edmonton City 
Council is considering a draft zoning plan that 
would allow for the construction of row houses 
or small apartments in most residential areas 
of the city without special approval. Proposals 
in the Zoning Bylaw Renewal Initiative would 
also cut the current 46 zoning types to about 
20 and allow uses by community services, child 
care operators and some other small businesses 
in spots where they are now prohibited.

As the City notes in its materials describing 
the proposed changes, zoning is everywhere, 
from our parks and playgrounds to garden 
suites and the downtown core. Zoning 
determines what can be built where and what 
types of businesses and activities can happen 
on a property. It is meant to guide growth in 
an orderly way to minimise conflicts between 
different activities and people.

The new rules are not expected to take 
effect until 2024, but the City has already made 
some significant zoning changes, including the 
removal of parking-minimum rules that forced 
developers of both residential and commercial 
buildings to include expensive (and possibly 
unnecessary) car parking. Now, a case-by-case 
analysis of requirements is done.

Edmonton is not facing a housing 
crisis of the magnitude we’re seeing in other 
Canadian cities, but encouraging density is 
still a financially and environmentally sound 
decision. It will also contribute to more 
diversity and vivacity in our communities.

There is no doubt these new rules will raise 
the ire of some citizens, as all zoning changes 
do, but I for one vote for the long-term benefits 
of increased density.

WEEKLY LAWN CARE!
Now booking for the 2022 season. 
Visit AtlasOS.ca to request a quote.

Book by April 15th 
to receive a 
25% DISCOUNT 
on your first month 
of service!

CALL US FOR:
Tree Removal

AtlasOS.ca
780-809-4399

ATLAS
OUTDOOR SERVICES

Stump Grinding
Tree Pruning

Hedge Pruning
Light Landscaping

Junk Removal
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President’s Note

The RCL, like nature itself, 
is springing back to life
Find out about volunteer board positions, programs and 
initiatives at riverbendonline.ca, and help us build community!
By Miep Raedschelders, President, Riverbend Community League

A beautiful blue sky 
greets me this morning 
as I write this message. 

There is nothing quite like the 
promise of a warm spring day 
whispered optimistically in the 
crisp coolness of morning. 

Your Riverbend Community League (RCL) 
has also come to life! Our renovated community 
halls are open for rent and are home to community 
recreation opportunities for residents once again. 
There is high demand for access to our space, 
so make sure you book those events early! 
Contact Rod for rental inquiries at rentals@
riverbendonline.ca.  

RCL is pleased once again to be able to 
offer portable toilets at each of the large parks 
in the neighbourhoods. This League initiative 
benefits Green Shack sites at Brookside, Brander 

Gardens, Ramsay Heights and Thomas Rhatigan 
parks. They are accessible for sport groups 
through soccer and baseball seasons and assist 
gardeners and outdoor recreationists of all ages.

With summer approaching, some young 
people are thinking about summer jobs! Thanks 
to the Government of Canada Summer Jobs 
program, the RCL is hiring two motivated 
individuals that want to make our neighbourhood 
the very best place to live. Check our website for 
more details. Interested individuals can forward 
their resumé and cover letter to president@
riverbendonline.ca. 

We have teamed up with other community 
leagues in Edmonton to collect prescription 
eyeglasses to send to Ukraine. Used prescription 
eyewear in good condition can be dropped off 
at the RCL office (258 Rhatigan Road East) 
Monday-Friday from 8 am — 5 pm. So far, we 

have collected over 200 pairs of glasses. 
I have bittersweet news to share: the RCL’s 

long-time Executive Administrator, Elizabeth 
Emslie, has moved on from her role at the League 
to explore an exciting new career opportunity. 
Elizabeth personified the League for so many 
people over the years and will be missed. The 
RCL Board is grateful for her nine years of 
dedicated service, friendship and true community 
spirit. We wish Elizabeth every success in her 
new endeavour. 

Please support your community league by 
purchasing a membership. Find out about open 
volunteer board positions, our programs and 
initiatives by checking out riverbendonline.ca, 
look us up on Facebook and Instagram and help 
us build community!

End your photo 
collection chaos 

for good!
A certified Photo Manager 

can help you
 declutter, organize, scan 
and preserve your printed 

and digital photos, and 
memorabilia.

Contact Us Today!
780.318.7383

info@foreverneat.ca

RRiivveerrbbeenndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  LLeeaagguuee    
iiss  hhiirriinngg    

SSuummmmeerr  CCoommmmuunniittyy  WWoorrkkeerrss  
  

TTaasskkss  aanndd  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  wwiillll  iinncclluuddee::  
IInntteerriioorr  ppaaiinnttiinngg,,  rriinnkk  rreeppaaiirr,,  aanndd  llaannddssccaappee  pprroojjeeccttss..    

TTeeaammwwoorrkk  sskkiillllss  aarree  aann  aasssseett..  MMuusstt  hhaavvee  oowwnn  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn..  
  

IInntteerreesstteedd  aapppplliiccaannttss  sshhoouulldd  ssuubbmmiitt  aa  rreessuummee  aanndd  ccoovveerr  lleetttteerr  ttoo    
RRiivveerrbbeenndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  LLeeaagguuee    

bbyy  FFrriiddaayy,,  JJuunnee  44  aatt  55ppmm  
  

EEmmaaiill  ttoo  iinnffoo@@rriivveerrbbeennddoonnlliinnee..ccaa    
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Blue Quill Community Centre 11304 - 25 Ave NW
Phone: 780-860-3603   Email: info@swesa.ca  Web: swesa.ca

Green Bananas
Seniors Connection News for those 55+
By Colleen Crozier and Kathy Trepanier

“Why would you buy green 
bananas, Grandma?” “Why plant 
cheery trees now, Grandpa? It will 
take a long time to get any fruit.”

Sound familiar? It’s surprising 
how often seniors hear this as they 
embark on a long-term project. But 
we seniors have the big picture of 
life. We know how an investment 
of time and energy pays off in the 
long run. We are so grateful to the 
seniors and supportive partners 
who have developed what we now 
celebrate as South West Edmonton 
Seniors Association (SWESA).

Read a little of our history and 
consider, dear readers, whether 
you too could be part of building 
this resource for seniors. Donate 
some of your expertise on our 
committees. Double your donation 
value by donating early to our 
Annual Appeal. Become a member.

2011 – The idea for SWESA 
was sparked by a question from a 
senior new to Edmonton: ”Where’s 
the place for seniors to gather?” The 
Terwillegar Riverbend Advisory 
Council and interested seniors sat 
down with the City. All agreed SW 
Edmonton needed a seniors activity 
centre.

2012 – A committee of seniors 
set up a non-profit society and 
found seed funding. SWESA was 
announced at a Health Fair at the 
William Lutsky YMCA. Over 400 
seniors attended, along with all 
three levels of government.

2013 – The first board of seniors 
started out with no home or staff. 
They met in borrowed space, dining 
rooms, and a quiet corner of Tim 
Hortons. With the first grant, they 
leased space and started coffee 
gatherings to build a community 

among seniors.
2014-2019 – Every year, 

seniors from the community stepped 
forward to volunteer on the board, 
on committees, cooking lunches – 
whatever it took. They believed in 
what SWESA could become and 
willingly rolled up their sleeves to 
work. The first staff was hired to 
run programs. Luncheons and out-
of-town bus trips quickly became 
favourites. SWESA became part of 
a city-wide program to help seniors 
access home support services. 
Fundraising events like “Under the 
Tuscan Sun” were well attended 
and great fun.

2019-2022 – During the 
pandemic, SWESA pivoted many 
times to provide safe and accessible 
programs and combat social 
isolation that was so stressful for 
seniors, especially those living 

alone. As we emerge from the 
pandemic, members are returning 
with smiles on their faces and our 
spring program guide is full of great 
new activities.

And now, we’re TEN YEARS 
OLD! Our website has more detail 
on how you can support SWESA 
and our 10-year “birthday” that 
will spread out over the summer 
and culminate in a fall Health 
Fair. Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram. We hope you’ll come 
celebrate with us!

Brander Gardens Street Lab Enters 
Final Phase of Review and Design
Phase 1 will be implemented in June, with further work in the years ahead
By Deann Stein Hasinoff 

Vision Zero Street Labs combine the 
expertise and power of Edmontonians 
with that of City of Edmonton staff. 

Temporary and adaptable measures are used to 
creatively address neighbourhood safety and 
livability concerns. These small changes can 
spark the attention of the community and lead to 
lasting improvements in the way we think about 
and use our streets.

The Brander Gardens Street Lab is in 
the final phases of review and design, and 
implementation is scheduled for June. During 
the initial review process in February, we 
found out our neighbourhood is scheduled for 
microsurfacing (paving) in 2023, and the project 
will be completed in two phases.

Phase 1 June 2022: 
56 Ave and Riverbend Rd.:
• Dependent upon assessments completed by 

the City of Edmonton regarding signaling 
and traffic control. If changes are approved, 
they may not occur in June but at a later date 
in 2022.

Crosswalk between 58 St and Brander Dr.: 
• Add two curb extensions 

 ◦ This additional feature lab was 

recommended by the Street Labs team 
after reviewing the community engagement 
survey results.
 ◦ Curb extensions narrow the street and 

shorten crossing distance. 
148 St and Riverbend Rd.: 
• Narrow median

 ◦ A narrow median will impede vehicles 
from making sharp, left, speeding turns from 
148 St onto Riverbend Rd. This option was 
chosen to maintain one travel lane and one 
parking lane in each direction on Riverbend 
Rd.
 ◦ This was recommended by the Street 

Labs team after reviewing the community 
engagement survey results, assessing the 
area, and discussions with the committee.

Phase 2, 2023 or 2024 (subject to road work 
completion):
56 Ave and Riverbend Rd: 
• Vibrant crosswalks
Crosswalk between 58 St and Brander Dr: 
• Vibrant crosswalk
148 St and Riverbend Rd: 
• Vibrant crosswalks: tentative (permission 

needs to be obtained to designate permanent 

or temporary crosswalk(s) in this area)
The street labs will be in place for at least 

six months, at which point there will be another 
opportunity for residents to provide feedback. 
Some feature labs have to be removed for winter, 
but in the case of Brander Gardens, most of the 
feature labs can remain in place over the winter.

Information about this project can be 
accessed through the Riverbend Community 
League website (look for the Brander Gardens 
tab at the top of the homepage) or the City of 
Edmonton’s Vision Zero page under Street 
Lab locations. Questions and comments can be 
directed to brandergardensvision@gmail.com.

Gina Thede
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Province Underfunds EPSB
The Edmonton Public School Board (EPSB) continues to advocate 
tirelessly for students and public education 

Division Budget: Once the 
Province of Alberta confirms 
funding amounts for our school 
division, our Board must decide 
how those funds will be distributed. 
Two particular sentiments from 

the April 19, 2022 board meeting sum things 
up well: Superintendent Darrel Robertson said, 
"This is the most difficult budget we will have 
faced in my nine years as Superintendent,” and 
Trustee Sherri O’Keefe said, "We are trying our 
best to stretch dollars that aren't there." Here are 
some quick facts: We are in year three of a frozen 
education budget; EPSB has been using surplus 
funds to soften the impact, but those surplus 
funds have been largely spent now; and EPSB 
is expecting 2.7 per cent enrolment growth, or 
2,835 new students (yay!).

BUT, the province uses a weighted moving 
average formula. This year that formula will 
leave a funding gap of approximately 1,692 
students. The funding increases of one per cent 
for operations and 4.6 per cent for transportation 
announced by the Province don’t cover the fixed 
costs increases such as insurance and utilities 
that EPSB is facing.

Our division is simply not being funded 

sustainably by the Province. Rising fixed costs 
plus increased enrollment with the same amount 
of funding actually works out to a cut to public 
education. In spite of these challenges, we are 
doing our best to put every dollar possible 
directly into classrooms.

School Construction: After receiving no 
school construction funding from the province 
two years in a row, we’ve rejigged our capital 
asks of the Province, putting new construction 
requests ahead of modernizations. A new Grade 
7-12 school at Glennridding Heights is now our 
number one priority. If funded, it will take three 
years to build. Once open, it will take pressure 
off other high schools, including Lillian Osborne. 
Like many of you, I value the opportunity to send 
my kids to school close to home. I encourage 
you to let the province know how critical it is to 
fund new schools for EPSB.

I look forward to meeting with School 
Council Chairs on May 11 and to connecting with 
all of you at upcoming school and community 
events (send an invite my way!). Email me at 
trustee.julie.kusiek@epsb.ca or call 780-429-
8087. To stay up to date, please sign up for my 
Ward F Newsletter, at juliekusiek.ca.

By Julie Kusiek, Trustee, Ward F

Constables 
Corner 

Are you locked up and secure for the night? 
Join the #9PMRoutine today and take an active role in crime prevention in 
your neighbourhood and community.  
 

What Do I Need to Do? 
There are simple steps you can take to help prevent crime in your          
neighbourhood. Every night at 9 PM: 

• Remove valuables from your vehicle and ensure it’s locked and windows are 
closed. 

• Park in the garage instead of the street, if possible. 
• Close all garage windows and lock any garage doors, especially those leading 

into your house. 
• Check and lock all house doors and shut all windows. 
• Turn on an exterior light. 
• Close and lock your fence gate. 
• Lock your shed. 
• Put away bikes and toys in your yard. 
 
 
 

Why is the routine important? 
The #9PMRoutine helps prevent crimes of opportunity. Criminals are looking 
for unlocked vehicles or houses where they can easily steal property.     
Property crimes such as vehicle thefts, break and enters to homes and   
businesses, and thefts from parked vehicles are the most common crimes. 

All-Purpose 
Cycling
The easiest way to use your 
bicycle more is to ride it for 
trips within five kilometres of 
your house
By Blake Johnson

Bicyclists typically ride for recreation, 
fitness and mental health, but how does 
one start to incorporate bicycling as 

part of their day-to-day transportation? It might 
seem daunting, but it doesn’t need to be. With 
a bit of encouragement and planning, you can 
start to use your bicycle for commuting and 
short trips with confidence so that the journey 
becomes one of the parts of the day that you 
look forward to.

There are lots of great reasons to work 
your bicycle into your daily routines, including 
separation of work and home life, connection 
with community, financial and environmental 
benefits. Whatever your reason is, you can start 
your bicycle-as-transportation journey at the 
level that best works for you and your lifestyle. 

The easiest way to use your bicycle more 
is to ride it to appointments and shopping trips 
within five kilometres of your house. Does this 
mean using your bicycle for a big grocery haul? 
No, but for the vast majority of short trips, using 
your bicycle can make lots of sense.

Like any new project, good planning will 
dramatically improve your chances for ongoing 
success. Most local trips are to familiar places. 
So, the next time you go on errands with your 
car, scout out where you can park and lock 
your bicycle close to the stores you frequent. If 
you’re unsure of where to park your bicycle, call 
the store you’re going to and ask their advice. 
If they’re unsure, kindly ask them to find out. 
You’re the customer. They’ll want to help get 
you to their business. They might need a day or 
two to get the information you require. 

There are lots of studies that indicate that 
cyclists spend more money than motorists when 
going out for errands. Cyclists also tend to visit 
the same retailer more often than motorists. If 
you get to know your local merchants, especially 
small businesses, your neighbourhood becomes 
more friendly and you’re likely to develop a 
better relationship with vendors, who can then 
offer new items to you based on your likes 
and preferences. This is a foundation of good 
business practices and is the system that social 
media uses to bombard you with advertisements.

Talk to your local bicycle store and ask them 
how they can make your bicycle more useful for 
short commuting trips. They’ll help you pick 
out the accessories and clothing that will help 
you meet your bicycle commuting and fitness 
goals.

Making changes to improve your happiness 
and quality of life isn’t always easy, but by 
starting to use your bicycle for short trips, you’ll 
notice that the hustle and bustle of daily life 
slows down, your senses become heightened 
and your sense of community increases.



May 202266

WEEKLY LAWN CARE, tree pruning, hedge trimming, tree removal 
& more. Check us out online at AtlasOS.ca or call/text Steve @ 780-809-
4399 to request an estimate.

PIANO LESSONS From a Fun, Friendly Piano Teacher with Over 
30-Years Experience. All Ages and Levels Welcome! FREE TRIAL 
LESSON – CONTACT MRS. LAI AT 780-473-4880.

THE GUTTER DOCTOR!  Eavestrough cleaning, repairs, and 
installations. Fascia, soffit, and professional heat-cables. Over 40,000 
happy customers since 2003! WCB, Insured & Guaranteed work. 
GUTTERDOCTOR.CA. 780-709-6825.

TUTORING Reading. Let me help you. Reading Specialist. Ages 
6-adult. 40.00 per half hour. Contact Monica 780-886-7983 or mellis@
shaw.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS

Tuesdays
5:00 Preschool Ballroom 3-5yr

5:45 Ballroom 6-8yr
6:40 Youth Ballroom 9-14yr

7:35 Adult Beginner Social Dance
 

Be active this summer!!
 From July 5th to August 20th
 

Mondays
5:00 Hip Hop 3-5yr
5:45 Hip Hop 6-9yr

6:40 Hip Hop 10-15yr

SUMMER 2022 DANCE CLASSES IN

RIVERBEND!

Saturdays
10:40 Ballet 4-5 yr
11:30 Ballet 6-9 yr

 

Visit our website for class details & schedule.

Web: www.elitedancestudio.net
 Email: elitestudioedmonton@gmail.com

 Phone: 780-953-0041

The Green & Gold Garden Announces its 13th Growing Season! 
Check out our website for more about our garden with a difference
By Patti Hartnagel

It has been another long COVID winter, but there 
are signs of spring and the temperatures are 
rising. We are anxious to return to our beautiful 

garden on the University of Alberta’s South Campus 
and hope that you will join us!

The Green & Gold Garden consists of two acres 
devoted to growing vegetables, herbs and flowers, 
with an additional 1/2 acre fruit orchard and 1/2 acre 
of berry production. All are grown using organic 
practices. The Garden is volunteer run and all funds 
raised from the sales of our produce — 100 per cent — 

goes to the Tubahumurize Association, a non-profit 
organization in Rwanda that provides vocational 
training, counselling and health care education for 
socially and economically marginalized women. 
This is a wonderful project that invites you to “Think 
Globally and Act Locally.” 

Do check out our website, greengoldgarden.
com, for more information about our garden with 
a difference! There, you can also sign up for our 
e-news for updates throughout the growing season 
and for our sales schedule.

Thanks to everyone 
who participated 
in the Riverbend 
Community League’s 
spring colouring 
contest. A random 
draw was made for one 
participant in each age 
category to receive a 
gift basket. The Ragg-
Times is proud to 
present the work of the 
selected artists.

The prize for 9-11 year olds goes to 
Ella Eze (9 years old).

The prize for 3-5 year olds goes to 
Adelaide Chan (3 years old).

The prize for 6-8 year olds goes 
to Lola Kaliszuk (8 years old).

The Spring Colouring Contest

WANT TO TAKE OUT A CLASSIFIED AD?  
CONTACT  ADS@RIVERBENDONLINE.CA 

OR 780-437-7108
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Want to Write for the Ragg-Times?Want to Write for the Ragg-Times?The Maclab Theatre 
at Lillian Osborne is 
open for rentals! 

This two-storey facility with 300 retractable 
seats includes a stage, theatre-style lighting 
and curtains. Check out our website at 
osbornetheatre.com for more.

Swarovski Jewellery 
 
 

Beautiful jewellery and watches from Swarovksi! Come in 
and see what piece smiles at you!  

 

 
Forest of Jewels 

 
428 Riverbend Square 

780-438-3682 
www.forestofjewels.com 

 
Diamonds – Repairs – Custom Designs – Appraisals – Fine Jewellery and Gemstones 

Korite – Keith Jack – Crown Ring – Noam Carver – Swarovski – Tissot Watches 
 

Follow Us on Facebook and Instagram! 
 

Hours: Monday to Friday 10-5, Saturdays 10-4, Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

Are you interested in telling a story 
about the people, places or things of 

Riverbend?
The Ragg-Times is always seeking 
volunteer writers with great ideas.
Email raggtimes@riverbendonline 

with your idea.
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Building an Economic Recovery
Alberta’s greatest resource is the people, children and communities that make up our province
By Rakhi Pancholi, MLA, Edmonton-Whitemud

Alberta faces a pivotal moment of both challenge 
and opportunity. Rising oil prices will help with 
our economic recovery, but we need to seize 

the opportunity to build a stronger, diversified economy 
that embraces the challenges of climate change with 
the innovation and hard work that has made Alberta a 
global energy leader. 

We can reach the goal of net-zero emissions 
by 2050 and a net-zero electricity grid by 2035. This can be done by 
supporting growing industries like technology, geothermal, bitumen 
beyond combustion and renewables. We can also support diversification in 
exciting new industries like technology and artificial intelligence.

We know Alberta’s greatest resource is not underground — it’s walking 
on top of it. It is the people, children and communities that make up our 
province. Investing in learning —  from early childhood through K-12 
to post-secondary — is important to raise the leaders and innovators of 
tomorrow and make Alberta the place where young people want to build 
lives and raise families.

The deep cuts to Alberta’s post-secondary system over the past three 
years — particularly to the University of Alberta — are driving young 
people out of our province. This must stop. Attracting talent and fostering 
the innovation required for economic diversification requires strong post-
secondary institutions.

Students deserve a modern, inclusive curriculum that gives them 
the skills they need to succeed and be engaged citizens. Students with 

disabilities must have the supports they need to succeed. Education funding 
must keep up with enrollment growth and we must invest in new schools 
to meet the needs of our growing student population, particularly here in 
southwest Edmonton.

Ensuring health care is there for you and your family when you need 
it is critical. It requires re-building trust with doctors and healthcare 
professionals. It also requires reinvesting in public health care. We know 
from Saskatchewan’s experience that private surgical facilities do not 
reduce wait times unless they receive huge subsidies from the public 
system. At a time when waiting lists are long and the healthcare workforce 
has been depleted, we can’t afford to waste resources on ideas that have 
been proven not to work.

Finally, I know many of you are concerned about the rising cost 
of living. During the last NDP government, caps on electricity and car 
insurance rates protected Albertans from rising costs but the current 
government removed them. We’ve seen the spikes on our electricity and 
natural gas bills, and we know that insurance companies increased profits 
and car insurance rates in 2020 even as the number of claims fell. We 
need to inflation-proof Albertans’ budgets by reindexing income tax rates, 
AISH and the Alberta Seniors’ Benefit to inflation, and restoring caps on 
car insurance and electricity rates.

Over the past three years, I’ve worked with my colleagues and more 
than 75,000 Albertans to develop constructive proposals for how we can 
build Alberta’s Future economic recovery. I invite you to review our 
proposals at AlbertasFuture.ca and provide your feedback.

Debaters from Lillian Osborne Advance to Provincials
Many have also participated at debates in Ontario and the U.S.
By Lakshmi Peddi, Grade 10, Lillian Osborne High School

The debate club at Lillian Osborne High 
School has proven its strength and 
perseverance through the COVID-19 

pandemic by excelling in multiple tournaments 
across the province and internationally. Members 
have also hosted their own tournament, chaired 
and tabulated by Lillian Osborne debate club 
members Tiffany Phan and George Xie. Many 
club members have done extremely well 
throughout this debate year. Teams and speakers 
alike have won medals in various competitions 
and have competed in Canadian National, British 
Parliamentary and Worlds styles. 

A special shout-out to Lillian’s eight debate 
teams’ excellent performance at this year’s 
Edmonton Regional Debate tournament. Tiffany 
Phan, Carrie Liu, Sheryl Xue, Vaidehi Chavda, 
Sijil Tejani and Khushi Saini all qualified to 
advance to provincials and we are incredibly 
excited to see where they will be going next! 
Many members of the club have also competed 
at prestigious tournaments in Ontario and at 
Harvard University. Club member George Xie 
won top novice speaker at Western University’s 
tournament, as well as claiming sixth at the 
London School of Economics Open, where he 
competed against university students! 

Lillian alumni have also benefited from 
participating in the club, with many having 
qualified for and participated at the Canadian 
Student Debating Federation’s Senior Nationals. 
Members have also continued to debate at the 
university level. We are especially proud of Neha 
Vashist who was invited to speak to the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
because her debate skills distinguished her from 
other candidates.

Now, here are some tips from the debaters 

themselves on how to help you form a strong 
argument and keep your mind sharp when having 
a discussion with friends and families: 
1. Always focus on having a solid argument and 

reasoning for your side. There’s not much 
value in a debate when you’re only arguing 
your opponent's points.

2. Stay cool and be concise. It’s easy to get off 
track and ramble on about a subject that you 
know, but it clouds your message and makes 
it hard to understand.

3. Understand and engage with your opponent’s 
positions! Too often people try to debate by 
only talking about the merits of their own 
points and fail to take down their opponents 
best ideas.

4. Prove exactly why your argument is more 
important by explaining why it is is better 
than your opponent’s when looking at the 

bigger picture.
Put your skills to the test! Gather your friends 

and pick one of these motions for debate. Take 
turns speaking and remember, you don’t have to 
necessarily agree with the position that you take; 
debate is about broadening your perspective, and 
sometimes that means advocating for the side 
you disagree with. 
• The rise of abstract art is a good thing.
• We should give artificial intelligence human 

rights.
• We should ban political parties.
• The UN should melt the polar ice caps if it 

gave drought-stricken countries drinking 
water.
Happy debating and maybe we’ll see you 

with us soon!

Debate club members Vaidehi Chavda, Sheryl Xue, Tiffany Phan and Carrie Liu all advanced from 
regionals to provincials in the open category.
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@JulieKusiek

780-429-8087

Edmonton Public Schools

Sign up for my Ward F Newsletter & Events
www.juliekusiek.ca 

Trustee | Ward F

trustee.julie.kusiek@epsb.ca

780 HHoonneeyyDDoo  
(780 466-3936) 

Check out our fees at: 

MyHoneyDoList.ca/How-Much? 

MyHoneyDoList.ca@gmail.com 
Since 
2017 

Give Us Your “HoneyDo” List 
~ We’ll Get It Done!!! ~  

Smartly Efficient 
Solutions 

Riverbend Dental Clinic
Comprehensive General Denistry

Hours of Operation
Monday        1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Friday       9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday       1:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday       8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.       
Every 2nd Saturday   10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Suite 200, 5651 Riverbend Road
Edmonton Alberta T6H 5K4 Phone (780) 435-3555

Riverbend Dental Clinic Team 
Dr. Wayne E. Hackman, B.Sc., D.D.S.

Dr. Marcus A. Hackman, B.Sc., D.M.D.
l Comprehensive General Dentistry with 
   an Emphasis on Prevention
l TV’s in Every Room for Your Comfort
l Cosmetic Dentistry Available

Happy Spring! 
Updates on waste collection, construction along Terwillegar Drive and budgeting 
By Tim Cartmell, City Councillor, Ward pihêsiwin

As we head into warmer months I thought it 
would be a good time to provide some Spring 
updates. 

Yard Waste Collection: Every household with 
cart collection will receive the following yard waste 
collection: Two collections in the Spring between April 
25 and June 20. Two collections in the Fall between 
October 3 and November 25. 

Big Bin Event: Waste Services will host free Big Bin Events. For 
Ward pihêsiwin, the Big Bin Event will run from 9 am – 5 pm on May 28 
and 29 at the Terwillegar Recreation Centre. More information regarding 
this event can be found at edmonton.ca/bigbinevents. 

Eco Station Event: Along with the Big Bin Event, Waste Services will 
be hoisting free Eco Station weekends on the following dates: June 18 and 
19, August 27 and 28 and October 1 and 2. These events occur at all four 
Eco Stations, which will be open from 9 am – 7 pm. Free weekends do 
not apply to the Edmonton Waste Management Centre for residential drop 
offs. More information regarding this event can be found at edmonton.ca/
ecostations.

Street Sweeping: Spring street sweeping started in early May. If your 
neighbourhood has not yet received street sweeping, signs will be placed 

in neighbourhoods to alert residents in advance of clearing. Edmontonians 
can check the spring sweep schedule by viewing an interactive map at 
edmonton.ca/streetsweeping. 

Terwillegar Drive: Construction continues for Terwillegar Drive. 
To stay up-to-date on these construction activities please visit edmonton.
ca and click on “City Run Projects.” I also encourage you to sign up for 
regular project updates at the bottom of the webpage. 

Looking ahead for the remaining part of 2022, much of the conversation 
will be around budget for the next eight months. Some key dates to note 
in the coming months include May 18 (Police Operating Budget Formula) 
and June 7th (Spring Capital Budget Adjustment and Investment Outlook). 
We will end the year with the 2023-2026 budget release in mid-November, 
followed by the budget approval in mid-December. 

As Council will be having some important conversations in the coming 
months, my office will continue to have town halls to better understand 
what is important to Ward pihêsiwin residents. To know when these town 
halls occur, please sign up for my newsletter at: timcartmell.ca.

Please feel free to contact my office with any questions regarding City 
operations at 780-496-8130 or at tim.cartmell@edmonton.ca. 
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RAKHI
PANCHOLI
MLA for Edmonton - Whitemud

203, 596 Riverbend Square
780-413-5970
Edmonton.Whitemud@assembly.ab.ca

BUILDING 
ALBERTA’S 

FUTURE

Setting a Sustainable Path
News of climate disasters led me seek this new role as RCL Sustainability Director 
By April Fair

I’d like to introduce myself as Riverbend Community 
League’s new Sustainability Director. I live in 
Brookside with my husband and our toddler, and 

worked as a CPA until I left the workforce to take care 
of our daughter. Since my experience with parenting is 
primarily in the context of the pandemic, I’m looking 
forward to being more active in our community and 
meeting more of my neighbours through this newly-

created role.
Before getting into the position’s mandate, I’d like to share a little bit 

about why I’m excited to accept it.
Maybe you can relate when I say that climate news reports often leave 

me feeling anxious about the future. The challenges humanity has to 
collectively solve to maintain a liveable planet can seem insurmountable.

But lately, it feels like something intangible but significant has started 
to change. Mixed with the alarming reports are more and more stories of 
people coming together to successfully demand change; of politicians and 
institutions responding to the outcry for action. People from a wide range 
of disciplines are proposing creative solutions that go towards solving 
not only the climate crisis, but many other intersecting issues such as 
wealth inequality and health concerns. For example, accounting, my own 
profession, is working to create international environmental and ethical 
reporting standards that facilitate values-based investing.

Locally, the City of Edmonton is innovating by introducing a carbon 
budget that will quantify the carbon emissions of every City project.

Change is also visible in more concrete ways, like at the grocery store, 
where demand from conscious consumers has resulted in an amazing 
selection of high quality plant-based options and locally grown foods.

I’ve found it so heartening, and it’s inspired me to do my part in any small 
way I can, which is why I’ve chosen to become our league’s Sustainability 

Director. The role will bring a sustainability lens to our league’s operations. 
With the Edmonton Federation of Community Leagues Green Leagues 
program, I’ll learn about opportunities such as how to make our league’s 
buildings more energy efficient and resilient in the face of risks and rising 
costs due to the changing climate, including identifying sources of funding 
for these upgrades.

I’d also like to explore how our community can work together to 
promote sustainability and become more connected with each other. 
My first objective is to understand what kind of initiatives would be 
welcomed by the community. Are you interested in attending workshops or 
information sessions about sustainable gardening, solar panels, heat pumps 
or other clean energy retrofits and accompanying grants? Would you like 
to share your experiences with these initiatives with your neighbours, or in 
future Ragg-Times columns? Would you like to join in on or help organise 
community plant-based potlucks, toy or clothing swaps? Please reach out 
to me with your thoughts, questions and ideas at info@riverbendonline.ca. 
I look forward to meeting you!
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TRAC Community Run/Walk
10K, 5K, 3K, & 1K Kids Fun Run

Sunday, May 29, 2022

9:00 AM

Mother Margaret Mary School

www.yegtrac.ca

Register @ www.runningroom.com
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Removing barriers for students in 
grades 3-12 with learning disabilities 
in reading, writing and mathematics 
since 1983.  

     Learning 
     Beyond  
      Limits  

EdmontonAcademy.com 

GIBBS FOOT AND ANKLE CLINIC 
Medical and surgical treatment of the foot and ankle 

Dr. David Gibbs, DPM 

4632 Calgary Trail
For an appointment call 780-432-7877

Neuroma Hammertoes Bunion 

Heel Pain Ingrown Nails Ankle Pain 

Brookview Community 
League Update
Hello May, we are glad you have arrived!

Thank you to Casino volunteers: Casino funds are very important 
to the operation of our community league. They allow us to offer the 
programming and events we all enjoy. We are grateful to the many 
volunteers who gave their time to support this year’s casino fundraiser 
on April 9 and 10. You have made a difference!

EnerGuide Challenge: An EnerGuide Challenge has been launched 
in Brookview. Compete with your neighbours to become the most 
energy-efficient home in Brookview and win up to $500. Challenge 
details can be found at brookviewcommunityleague.ca  or by emailing 
sustainability@brookviewcommunityleague.ca. 

Zoom Yoga Classes with Paige Elniski: BCL is continuing to 
offer Hatha Yoga classes on Wednesday mornings from 10:00 – 11:15 
am and Thursday evenings from 10:00 – 11:15 am during the Spring 
of 2022. For more details and to register go to yegtownyoga.ca or the 
BCL website.

BCL Community Swim, Sundays 5 – 7 pm: Sundays are family 
fun days! Come to the Terwillegar Recreation Centre for the BCL 
Community Swim (and facility access). A current BCL membership 
card is required. Please note that pandemic protocols may change at 
any time. (See the Terwillegar Recreation Centre website for the current 
details).

The Tennis Courts are Open! Outdoor Tennis and Pickleball is 
right around the corner! BCL will be sharing a code change with our 
membership in the coming weeks via email.  Stay tuned. The 2021 code 
still works until the email is sent out. Please check BCL website for 
court rule changes and schedule.

Roundnet Alberta May 17 from 6 – 8 pm: Roundnet Alberta will 
be hosting a free event at our outdoor rink area (280 Bulyea Rd.) on 
May 17. (Roundnet is more commonly known as Spikeball.) This event 
is open to all ages, genders and abilities. Beginners are welcome as 
there will be coaches on-site to assist.  If you are interested in attending 
this free event, please get information on registration through our 
website or email president@brookviewcommunityleague.ca. For more 
information about Roundnet Alberta go their website at roundnetalberta.
com. 

Upcoming Paint Party June 11, 2022, 3 – 5 pm: If you enjoyed 
the last Paint Party in March, another one is coming on June 11! This 
event will be again hosted by Start Me Up Music and Art. For more 
information and to register go to the BCL website.

Preschool Spots Available for 2022-2023: Come smile, learn 
and grow with us! Brookview Community Preschool still has spots 
available for the 2022-2023 school year! Three-year mornings (Tues 
and Thurs) $82/month; Four-year mornings (Mon, Wed and Fri) $105/
month; 3 & 4 pm (up to five days, Mon-Fri) $82-$262/month. Please 
email brookviewpreschool@gmail.com or check out our website at 
brookviewpreschool.com  for more information.

Save the date: Brookview will be celebrating Community League 
Day on September 17, 2022. While still in the planning stages, you can 
look forward to food trucks, live music, kids activities, fireworks and 
an outdoor movie! Mark your calendars, it should not be missed!

Need Space for Your Event?
The Riverbend Community 
League hall is available for rent!
The Riverbend Community League has 
two great rental spaces available at 258 
Rhatigan Road East, ideal for family and 
community gatherings. The facility in-
cludes a kitchen, a dance � oor, an outdoor 
patio, and is wheelchair-accessible. Large 
washrooms. Lots of parking. The main hall 
seats 150, and the social room seats 41.

For more information and to book, get in touch with 
rentals@riverbendonline.ca.

Riverbend Community League is 
hiring an Executive Administrator 

Send your resume and cover letter to president@river-
bendonline.ca

Responsibilities include - o�  ce administration, book-
keeping, attendance at monthly board meetings, etc. 
Skills needed - basic accounting knowledge, computer 
knowledge, great interpersonal skills, independent work 
ethic.

A full job description is available on the RCL website 
(riverbendonline.ca)

Competition remains open until position � lled.  

By Sandra Green
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The Ridge Community League
Serving the neighbourhoods of Falconer Heights (Terwillegar Hill Estates), 
Henderson Estates (River Ridge, Eagle Ridge, Promontory Point) and 
Haddow (Riverside, College Woods)

By Jim Bradshaw

The Ridge Gardens
Are you a gardener? Do 

you like working with dirt? 
Do you know someone who 
may? If so, here is your 
opportunity to get down and 
dirty and enjoy gardening!

The Ridge Community 
League has, through the City 
of Edmonton’s Community 
Garden program, obtained raised beds (3’ by 6’ feet) to establish 
community gardens in our area. Two sites will be set up with 
approximately 10 to 15 beds. One location will be in Haddow by the 
Ridge Community Centre and rink. The other will be on the north 
side of Henderson Park.

These beds are temporary this year. They will be dropped off by 
The City in May and removed at the end of the season. If response 
is good this year, the Community League will assess the merits of 
permanent community gardens.

Water and soil will be supplied. All that is needed is your interests, 
energy, and enthusiasm to make things grow! If you are interested in 
participating, please contact us at info@theridgeonline.ca

The Ridge Community League Rink
Thank you to all the hard work of the volunteers this winter that 

resulted in excellent ice conditions despite the huge temperature 
swings. It was a steep learning curve. Just wait and see the results 
next winter!  

Now that the ice has melted, our rink is once again open. The 
concrete base enables a range of sports, such as ball hockey, lacrosse, 
rollerblading, basketball, and pickleball. We will supply the facilities 
that will be required to enable you to drop in with your friends and 
neighbours:
• Hockey nets: We have one good pair, and a couple of other nets 

will be replaced with another good pair.

• Basketball backboards and nets: We have one pair of poles and 
backboards on order. The poles will be outside the rink boards 
and reach through the chain link with the backboards within 
the rink. The pink boxes you can see outside the boards are the 
locations of sleeves that are already in place for the poles. We 
will determine this year how many other poles and backboards 
we would like to have for the future.

• Pickleball nets: We have ordered three commercial-grade, 
moveable pickleball net systems. The intent is to see how 
pickleball will work with multi-tasking the rink surface, and how 
much clearance is required. We would like to install permanent 
sleeves in the concrete for inserting poles for nets but want to 
ensure we know where to put them. This year will be the trial 
year. 

• Lines: Tape will be used this year instead of paint.
The rink is open to everyone. Until the basketball and pickleball 

equipment arrives, the hockey nets will remain on the rink. How 
we will handle multiple sports once the basketball and pickleball 
equipment arrives is yet to be determined. Playing across the rink 
allows for multiple 85-foot surfaces. Watch for updates on Facebook, 
Nextdoor and our website.

We are currently not restricting use to Community League 
members but please consider buying a membership to help us offset 
the capital and operating costs. Contact membership@theridgeonline.
ca. Hours are 7 am – 10 pm and there are no locks on the gates. This 
is a shared facility for everyone’s use so please be considerate of 
other users. Share the rink and take care of it so that cumbersome 
rules and access restrictions are not required.

We’ve had multiple inquiries for rentals. Insurance is the big 
consideration.  
• A group that wants to rent the rink:

 º Must send us a copy of their insurance policy that shows 
$2,000,000 liability insurance, with The Ridge CL listed as co-
insured. 

• They would have exclusive use of the rink for the booked time 
slot.

• Teams dropping in to practice but not renting:
 º Are responsible for their own insurance; we will not be 

checking.
 º Are not required to add The Ridge CL to the policy.
 º Do not have exclusive use of the rink.

• Contact info@theridgeonline.ca to inquire about renting.  
We have a warmup room and washrooms in the community 

centre, but they are only open if the building is being monitored by 
one of our volunteers. The Ridge CL handles rentals and pays for 
portable toilets at Haddow, Henderson and Falconer Heights Parks 
for the season, and these will be arriving soon.

Please be patient with us as we figure out what is the best use of 
this great asset, and how to manage things.  Play safe, be considerate 
of others, take care of the facility and have fun!

The gardens in Haddow Park will be next to the community centre.

In Henderson Park, they’ll be northeast of the playground.

Now that the ice has melted, there are 17,000 square feet of concrete that should 
allow for multiple users at the same time.
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How to Grow a Garden
A small group of enthusiastic gardeners turned a disused batting cage into a pair of vibrant 
community centres
By Ragg-Times Staff

This story begins in 
2015 with a batting 
cage overtaken by 

weeds and garbage. The cage 
sits next to the tennis courts 
on 53 Ave. NW, equidistant 
between Riverbend Junior 
High School and St. Monica 
Elementary School. It had 
become a prominent eyesore in 
the area. One well-intentioned 
resident went so far as to 
suggest that milkweed be 
planted in the cage to attract 
butterflies. Others, including 
the Riverbend Community 
League Board, objected to the 
deliberate addition of what is 
mostly considered a noxious weed.

But a group of residents had another idea: 
a community garden. They wanted to build 
planters, add soil and seeds and water, all the 
while building a community of gardeners and 
providing some nutritious, local food. The Board 
accepted that idea and even provided a small 
grant to get it off the ground.

So the group of residents became a 
committee, planters were donated and built, and 
the Brander Community Garden was born. 

The committee engaged with Riverbend 
Junior High and Brander Gardens ROCKS (now 
Riverbend ROCKS, a grassroots effort that 
provides programming and support for vulnerable 
children and their families). “We harnessed a 
lot of manpower from those kids,” says Sheryl 
Bowhay, one of those early committee members. 
“We had them tearing out weeds bigger than they 
were.”

Each year the team added beds and 
transitioned the soil to something worthy of a 
garden. Then came expansion. In 2017, with The 
Cage now thriving, the community of gardeners 
established a satellite garden in Civida Housing 
Complex, known as the Complex Community 
Garden. That location has also taken root, 
becoming a gathering place and a provider of food 
security. “It’s collaborative. We don’t rent plots,” 
Bowhay says. “Nobody claims ownership of a 
bed or a certain vegetable. It just gets harvested 
and shared.”

A committee of about 15 people continues 
to oversee operations and new partnerships have 
been formed with St. Monica Elementary and 
other like-minded organizations. In the summer 
months, the number of volunteers swells as kids 
come out to water. 

Anyone is welcome to drop in and volunteer 
as they are able. The gardeners will be hosting 
Coffee at The Cage in May. For more information, 
see below.

Upcoming Events

Riverbend Community League Compost Sale
Saturday, May 14, 2022
12:00 – 4:00 pm
The Cage: Brander Community Garden
14710 53 Avenue
Our signature mushroom compost is available 
for your gardening needs. A 50lb bag of compost 
costs $20. You can pre-order your compost 
at info@riverbendonline.ca and pre-pay at 
payments@riverbendonline.ca. This is a great 
option as our compost does tend to sell out 
quickly!

Coffee at the The Cage
Saturday, May 28, 2022
10:30 am – 12:00 noon
Drop in to learn about our collaborative 
community garden process, and enjoy a coffee 
and some fresh baking!

“The Cage” was transformed from a weedy eyesore to a gardening hotbed.

Kids participate in Wednesday Water Warriors at 
the Civida Housing Complex. 
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The Southwest Edmonton Farmers’ Market is Back
The Sprouts and Young Vendors programs will both return
By Lisa Jodoin

Welcome to our 2022 season! We have some exciting news for 
everyone! This season, SWEFM will be moving back to Lot 
E at the Terwillegar Recreation Centre. This was our location 

previously, just off 23 Ave. Our vendors and customers love this location!
Our first market is on Wednesday, May 18th from 4 pm – 7:30 pm. We 

are thrilled to be able to welcome Rakhi Pancholi, MLA for Edmonton-
Whitemud, for our first market this season. 

In other announcements, we are re-introducing our Sprouts Program 
and our Young Vendors Program. Sprouts is a free, nutrition program for 
children ages 4-12 years old that gives them the opportunity to purchase 
fruits, vegetables, and food plants with a token worth $2.00. The purpose 
of the program is to introduce kids to nutritional food choices, empower 
children to make their own healthy eating choices, educate them about 
where their food comes from, and encourage them to lead a healthy 
lifestyle. Part of running the Sprouts program is community sponsorship. 

If you or a company you think might want to proudly sponsor this fantastic 
program, please contact the Sprouts Coordinator a swefm.sprouts@gmail.
com. 

If you are a young adult between the ages of 13 and 17 and want 
to explore the world of farmers’ markets to sell your make, bake or 
grow products, stop by swefm.ca and click on Young Vendors for more 
information.

SWEFM is also looking to hire a new Market Manager. For more 
information stop by swefm.ca 

This season, we will continue with our special event days including 
Artisans Showcase, Seniors Day, Corn Festival, Food Truck Rally, and 
many more fun and exciting days. Keep up to date with all of our news and 
events with our website, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. See you all in 
May!

TRAC Update - Here Comes the Run!
Community run scheduled for May 29
By Karin Shott

The Terwillegar Riverbend Advisory 
Council had their AGM on April 26, 2022. 
More to report on that in the next issue.

   The Ridge Vines wine fundraiser was 
completed on February 28. Thanks to Vines-
Riverbend Wine Merchants for their community 
partnership, as $5 for every bottle sold went back 
to support TRAC.

The 16th annual TRAC Community Run 
is scheduled for Sunday, May 29 at Mother 
Margaret Mary Catholic School. We’re hoping 
for a beautiful morning for the event, which 

begins at 9:00 am, with a warm-up at 8:45 am. 
To register, please go to: runningroom.com. 

Volunteers are especially needed to help with 
set-up, course marshalls along the route, water 
stations and take-down. Please contact Karin at 
the TRAC Community Office at yegTRAC@
gmail.com or Sue Trigg at smtrigg@shaw.ca if 
you are able to help out or if you would like more 
information.

We are also looking for sponsors to help 
offset the costs of the event. If you, or anyone 
you know, would be able to help out, please 

contact the TRAC Community Office for more 
information on the sponsorship opportunities. 
Hoping to see the community out in support of 
this great event!

Riverbend Library is Back!
Not that it went anywhere. But our local branch is excited to be hosting in-person events again
By Sarah Foy, Community Librarian, Riverbend Branch

Spring break was the first 
chance in two years for 
the Riverbend Branch of 

the Edmonton Public Library to 
welcome neighbourhood children 
and families to in-person events! 
Our staff were thrilled to offer 
classes and activities in the branch 

over the week of March 28 to 
April 2. As a nod to the theme of 
this year’s International Children’s 
Book Day (Stories are Wings that 
Help You Soar), our theme was 
“Take Flight.”  

Events included building 
your own fairy garden (pictured), 

exploring constellations and rockets 
in Out of this World, and a bootcamp 
complete with silly games and 
learning lore in Greek myths and 
legends, hero edition.

We are also offering our popular 
Sing Sign Laugh and Learn classes 
in person again. You and your 
children from birth to age three are 
invited to join us for songs, rhymes 
and signs! Search What’s On at epl.
ca to find available dates and times 
and to register in advance.  

Riverbend’s in-person monthly 
afternoon and evening Book Clubs 
are back too! Upcoming 
titles include Where the 
Crawdads Sing by Delia 
Owens, The Lost Girls 
of Paris by Pam Jenoff, 
and The Innocents 
by Michael Crummey. Register 
online to attend, and come join us 
for lively discussions on all types 
of fiction and non-fiction. We'll 
feature different titles and authors 
each month. Come and share 

your impressions, thoughts and 
interpretations of a book we have 
all read!

Have you heard about The 
Kitchen? Located at the Stanley 
A. Milner Library downtown, this 
exciting EPL initiative has opened 
its doors and is hosting an array 
of unique classes and experiences 
ranging from knife skills to learning 
to make Challah bread. EPL is also 
offering loads of classes with The 
Kitchen Online. Head to epl.ca and 
search “kitchen” to find out what’s 
cooking!

And of course, stay tuned for 
the June issue of the The Riverbend 
Ragg-Times for our exciting plans 
for Summer Starts at EPL 2022! We 
can’t wait! 
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Visit SallyMunro.com 
FOR MORE FINE HOMES & ESTATES

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.®

Follow me on:

Grand Centurion

Call Sally today!  780.441.5457780.441.5457    
780.441.5457

SallyMunro.com

SALLY
MUNRO

Magrath Heights  

Windermere  $2,595,000
Lifestyle redefined in this luxury walk-out. 6 

bed, 6 bath. His and Her main floor office. 
ML# E4280874

Magrath Heights $1,323,000
Larch Park across from ravine. Rare 3300 sq ft 
custom estate home. Beautifully appointed.

ML# E4279403

Cameron Heights $1,698,000
Elegant custom 3111 sq ft walk-out 

bungalow with loft. Gourmet kitchen! 
ML# E4278308

Donsdale  $3,498,000
PRESTIGIOUS DONSDALE RIVERFRONT 
ESTATE LOT! 2.87 acres. Gated estate. 

ML# E4274604

Windermere  

Century Park Penthouse  $675,000
2 bedroom + den. 2 U/G parking stalls. 

Large deck with a downtown view!  
ML# E4282852

Dare to Dream! Build in Windermere 
$2,199,000

Incredible lot backing onto the North 
Saskatchewan River in Windermere Ridge 

ML# E4273700

Let us help you grow 

Donsdale  $1,450,000
The prestigious river community. Exec 2 
storey 5370 sqft fin space.  A must see!  

 ML# E4285568

Windermere  $1,299,000
Executive walkout on huge lot. 2980 sq ft 2 
storey + 1158 sq ft fully finished basement 

ML# E4270261

For change!For change!

with a 

It’s The Season It’s The Season 

MacTaggart $999,999
Larch Park atop the Whitemud Ravine. Over 

4000 sf of total finished space.  Stunning
ML# E4288022

Bulyea Heights $974,900
Brookview Estates. 4+2 bedrooms, 3.5 baths 

Chef Kitchen. Quiet cul de sac.
ML# E4279760

Twin Brooks  $899,000
Backs onto Blackmud Creek ravine. 4+1 
bedrooms 3.5 baths.  Huge private lot.

ML# E4281627

Carter Crest  $610,000
Whitemud Hills where families thrive! 1960 sf 

2 storey 3 + 1 bedrooms 3.5 baths.
ML# E4284879

AVAILABLE

SOLD
SOLD

Parkview  

SOLD

New Home!

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE


