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Riverbend United Church 
Installs 63 Solar Panels
The church made the investment for economic, environmental and theological reasons. 
It also used it as an act of reconciliation
By Michael Ganley

The Riverbend United Church installed 63 solar panels on the east 
side of its roof in May. The panels will produce 32.5 kilowatt/hours 
of electricity per year, about 39 per cent of the church’s demand. 

The church’s board had been considering solar panels for many years, 
says parishioner Matthew Schoenhardt, who oversaw the project, but had 
always been hesitant because of the cost. He says costs have come down 
precipitously in recent years, and the board made the $70,000 commitment 
in January.

Schoenhardt, an engineer and professional project manager, says when 
you factor in federal and municipal rebates, the annual rate of return of the 
investment will be a little under 10 per cent per year. “You can feel good 
about the environment and it makes economic sense,” he says.

But the church was not just driven by those imperatives. There are 
theological ones as well. In 1994, the United Church of Canada’s first 
Indigenous moderator, Stan McKay of the Fish River Cree Nation 
in Manitoba, set the church on a new path of respect for the Earth and 
creation. “A lot of the board said, ‘Even if it doesn’t make economic 
sense, we should do it. We’re called as a church people not to destroy the 
Earth.’” Shoenhardt says. “This is a step towards that.” About 89 per cent 
of Alberta’s electricity is generated by fossil fuels (natural gas and coal), so 
if the sun is shining, it immediately removes the church’s demand for those 
fossil fuels, and therefore their contribution to global warming.

The church was also able to leverage the project into an act of economic 
reconciliation. For the installation, the church chose the Indigenous-
controlled non-profit Newo, a social enterprise which uses market tools 
to accomplish non-profit goals, in this case running a solar-installation 
business to soften our impact on the planet. Schoenhardt is effusive in his 
praise of the organization. “They have been excellent to work with, getting 

work done on budget and earlier than expected,” he says.
Schoenhardt is so convinced of the case for solar panels that he has 

joined the board of the Solar Power Investment Cooperative of Edmonton 
(SPICE), which combines solar experts with community builders and 
business leaders. SPICE lends to community groups to install solar power, 
with the loan paid for by the savings in electricity bills. “They can pay it 
back through savings in six or seven years,” Schoenhardt says, “and live 
with respect for creation starting today.”

The Riverbend United Church received a $30,000 grant for the project 
from the United Church of Canada and raised funds from its congregation. 
It is waiting on approval from Epcor and then will be enjoying sun-provided 
light and power.
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Editorial/Ads: August 19
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Budget and Taxes to Dominate Council Discussions
Edmonton City Council will have its work cut out to provide the services citizens want, 
at the levels they want, while keeping tax increases low
By Tim Cartmell, Councillor, Ward pihêsiwin

Property taxes, budget and 
community safety and 
well-being: These are 

the topics that will dominate 
Edmonton City Council’s 
agenda between now and the 
end of the year.

I invite you to join my virtual town hall on 
June 29th from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. We will 
discuss these topics and answer any questions. To 
receive the link to the town hall, please contact 
my office at tim.cartmell@edmonton.ca and my 
staff will be happy to assist you.

For those of you who have attended previous 
town halls, June 29th will see the return of the 
budget spreadsheet, a popular exercise from 
earlier this year.

By now you will have received your property 

tax notice. Taxes went up 1.3 per cent overall. If 
your property was worth the same as in 2021, 
then your taxes will have gone up 1.3 per cent.  
However, if your property has increased in value 
(the market value of single family homes, in 
particular, has increased) then your property 
taxes will have increased beyond this 1.3 per 
cent average.

I know this can be frustrating. Council 
will have its work cut out for it to provide the 
services that citizens want, at the service levels 
they want, while keeping tax increases low. That 
means setting priorities, and that is something I 
will be focused on between now and December.

You may also have heard a lot recently 
about community safety and well-being. 
Council continues to focus on finding the right 
combination of strategies that will see our most 

vulnerable neighbors get the support they need. 
However, many of you have advised me of your 
desire to see balance between housing for all and 
safety for all, a very difficult balance to achieve.  

This work overlaps with our economic 
recovery from COVID-19, which in turn affects 
our city finances and property tax strategies. It is 
a complex set of circumstances, and I hope you 
will join me on June 29th for our community 
discussion.

In the meantime, if you have any other 
municipal questions or concerns, or additional 
topics you would like to discuss at the townhall 
on June 29th, please do not hesitate to contact 
my office. I can be reached at the above email 
address or by calling 780-496-8130.

As always, thank you for allowing me to 
represent the residents of Ward pihêsiwin.
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Downtown in Distress
All Edmontonians have an interest in a safe and 
thriving downtown 

The City of Edmonton recently 
approved a $407 million base budget 
for Edmonton Police Services for 

2023, up from $378.6 million in 2019. The 
total EPS budget for 2022, including program 
funding, is $481 million, representing 13.5 
per cent of all City expenditures. 
      It’s a large budget item, for sure. At 
the same time, the City is experiencing a 
spike in homelessness, addiction and crime, 
particularly in the downtown and Chinatown. 
It is causing a lot of heartache, and is leading 
to some fairly acrimonious discussions 
between police, residents, City Council 
and community groups. That this spike has 
occurred at a time when there is a strong 
“defund the police” movement has added to 
the complexity, as has the RCMP’s decision 
to release a repeat offender, Justin Bone, in 
Edmonton in May shortly before he allegedly 
beat two men to death in Chinatown.
      At the same time, the Crime Severity Index, 
which recognizes that crimes are not equal in 
terms of impact to victims and communities, 
has fallen in Edmonton since 2019 and is not 

much lower than it was 10 years ago. This 
suggests that crime in Edmonton is not as 
bad as it is sometimes perceived to be, and 
that we should not panic and make knee 
jerk decisions based on amped-up emotions. 
Indeed, by global standards, Edmonton 
remains a safe city.
       That said, there are ways to improve 
our situation. There is no simple solution to 
the interwoven, underlying issues of poverty, 
addiction and mental health that lead to many 
crimes. Simply increasing the police budget 
will not do it. Meaningful social supports, 
improved training for police, and a return to 
downtown offices for many workers, both in 
the private and public sectors, would all help 
to address the issues.
 There are many people of good will 
working to address these issues, but it will 
require all Edmontonians to come together 
for the good of the community. This should 
not be an acrimonious us-or-them situation, 
because all of us benefit from a thriving, safe 
downtown. 

By Michael Ganley



L I V E LO C A L,  G E T I N V O LV E D, S TAY I N V O LV E D

W W W. R I V E R B E N D O N L I N E . C A 3

President’s Note

It’s Summer, and Things are Heating Up!
The RCL provides programming this summer, including bike camps and Engineering for Kids
By Miep Raedschelders, President, Riverbend Community League

This has to be the best time of the year. Summer is 
setting in but the heat, bugs and storms haven’t 
peaked yet. Everything is green, flowering and 

lovely, finally realizing the promises made in spring. 
Nothing quite like an early summer drive or bike ride on 
a sunny day with the breeze on your face.

Your community league is diligently working on 
providing programming opportunities for families this summer, including 
Pedalheads bike camps and Engineering for Kids. Come out to see an 
Ultimate Frisbee tournament, or register your youth for flag football 
starting in August at Brookside! Please check out riverbendonline.ca for 
more info! We will be working hard to maintain the rinks and keep the 
halls in top shape with the help of Canada Summer Jobs students Jasper 
and Frank. Welcome aboard to these fine young people and say “Hello” 
if you see them working on the tennis courts, rinks or at the community 
garden in the next six weeks.

A shout out to Rhatigan Ridge residents who cleaned up Ronning Street 
Neighbourhood park on May 14th! Thank you, City of Edmonton, for the 
Capital City Cleanup kits to support neighbourhood cleanup activities. If 
you as an individual or group of people want to participate in a Capital 
City Cleanup event, contact the league for support and supplies.

If you are looking for volunteer opportunities, consider the Riverbend 
Community League. We are looking for Ragg-Times delivery help to 
businesses in the area. Perhaps you have writing skills you’d like to put to 
use and contribute stories to the Ragg-Times. Perhaps you are looking for 
board experience and want to represent your neighbourhood as a TRAC 
ambassador? Or you want to help the RCL host events for your friends and 
neighbours? Reach out and we can collaborate on making these volunteer 
dreams come true.

Thank you for supporting the RCL’s Brander Community Garden 
compost sale. Once again, our coveted mushroom compost sold out! 
Remember to take advantage of presales to secure your bag(s) next year to 
avoid disappointment and... happy growing!!! 

Thank you also for supporting our friends in Ukraine with donations 
of used prescription eyeglasses. We collected over 500 pairs of glasses and 
sunglasses. I enjoyed meeting many of you who dropped off your donation 
at the Riverbend Community Centre. A special thanks to our neighbours at 
Revera Riverbend who collected glasses for this initiative as well.

As always, we appreciate your support through membership purchases. 
Remember that the purchase of a community league membership means a 
20 per cent discount on recreation centre annual passes and access to the 
community swim program. More info can be found at riverbendonline.ca.

And They’re Off!
TRAC hosts 17th Annual Community Run/Walk on a beautiful spring morning
By Sue Trigg and Karin Shott, Photos by Sherri Henderson and Elizabeth Emslie

The TRAC Community Run/Walk was held 
Sunday, May 29th in partnership with 
The Running Room. It was a beautiful 

morning for the community to come together for 
an in-person event - the first since 2019!

Huge thanks to Tim Spellicy for Emceeing 
the event, and Stephanie King for leading the 
warm up and cool down. Thanks to Justin Ng, 
event coordinator from The Running Room, 
and Kyle from Results Canada for taking care 
of the timing. Remax provided the festival tents 
and a bouncy castle which was enjoyed by the 
younger crowd. Reckie Lloyd and band members 
with Sangea Academy provided the musical 
entertainment with some African drumming!  

Thanks to Councillor Tim Cartmell 
for volunteering and assisting with medal 
presentations and MLA Rakhi Pancholi for 
participating as well as helping with medal 
presentations. Matt Jeneroux, MP for Edmonton 
Riverbend, sent his regrets.

Thanks to our incredible sponsors! We 
couldn’t have made the event happen without 
your continued support.

Platinum Level Sponsors: Re/Max, City of 
Edmonton, Panago Pizza-Riverbend/Terwillegar, 
Miller Thomson LLP, Servus Credit Union, 
Brookview Dental, Pri-Med Medical Products 

Gold Level Sponsors:  COBS Bread-Riverbend, 
Trans Mountain

Silver Level Sponsors: Brookview Montessori 
Child Development Centre, Simply Supper, 
Roberts McClure Insurance, A&W

Bronze Level Sponsors: Bread – Freson Bros., 
Vines-Riverbend Wine Merchants

The post nutrition station included coffee 
and hot chocolate courtesy of Second Cup-
TCRC, fresh fruit & juice courtesy Freson Bros., 
delicious baked goods courtesy COBS Bread-
Riverbend and tasty pizza courtesy Panago 
Pizza-Riverbend/Terwillegar! 

Of course, an event such as this could not 
be possible without the help of our dedicated 
volunteers! Thanks to William Arndt, Ryan 
Barber, Jim Bradshaw, Cathy Cartmell, Tim 

Cartmell, Laura Chapman, Matt Chapman, 
Elizabeth Emslie, April Fair, Alexander Farries, 
Nelson Frieson, Katrin Head, Jamie Henderson, 
Sherri Henderson, Sherri Jaillet-Martinez, Don 
Lore, Nancy Manchak, Gabi Martinez, Blair 
Morling, Kathleen Mountford, David Price, Dr. 
Brian Ritchie, Casey Shott, Karin Shott, Sue 
Trigg, Gary Trigg, Monte Weber and the students 
from Lillian Osborne High School!  

We hope everyone had a great time!

About 200 people showed up on a cool, breezy, sunny morning in late May at Mother Margaret Mary 
High School for the 17th annual Terwillegar Riverbend Advisory Committee (TRAC) fun run. With 
distances of one, three, five and 10 kilometres to choose from, there was something for everyone. Thanks 
to all the volunteers, and to everyone who came out for the fun and the fitness!
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Woot Woot! Summer Starts at EPL 2022 launches June 25th 
Program helps minimize summer learning loss by motivating kids to read, learn and explore
By Sarah Foy, Community Librarian, Riverbend Branch 

Summer Starts at EPL is the 
Edmonton Public Library’s 
annual summer program that 

helps minimize summer learning 
loss by motivating kids to read, learn 
and explore, even when they’re 
not in school! Last year, more 
than 13,000 kids across Edmonton 
registered for the summer reading 
challenge and recorded a total of 
105,402 hours of reading!

The program includes:
• A summer reading challenge: 

Kids can pick up their 
registration packets at any EPL 
location, including Riverbend 
of course! They will track their 
reading minutes with a logsheet, 
and for every six hours they 
read, they will receive one entry 
into our grand prize draw and a 
free button.

• In-branch classes & events: 
Summer Starts at EPL is back 
in the branches with exciting 
and educational content created 
by EPL staff and a few special 
guests! There will be things 
to build, technology to learn, 
mysteries to solve and so much 
more!  

• Online events: We’ll feature 
a variety of online events 
with a fantastic array of guest 
performers. There will be a 
menagerie of birds and animals, 
yoga, dancing, magic shows, 
treasure hunts, and improv 
workshops just to name a few!

• A weekly contest: Kids can visit 
their nearest EPL branch each 
week to look for this summer’s 
mascot, Ariana Flambé. If they 
find her, they can enter their 

name in a weekly draw to win a 
free book! 

• Prizes! This year, our prizes 
include:
 ◦ A Nintendo Switch Kit
 ◦ 10 assorted Lego Kits

We are so excited about summer 
plans at Riverbend! Check out epl.
ca/summerstarts or head into the 
branch to find out what’s in store! 
A great way to log those hours of 
reading is through our brand new 
selection of Young Reader’s Choice 

nominated books, offering many 
fantastic options for young readers 
in Grades 4-12. 

Through the summer months, we 
also have multiple weekly offerings 
of in-person Sing Sign Laugh Learn 
and Baby Laptime. Additionally, 
our in-person Adult Book Clubs 
are running twice monthly, and we 
are launching Summer Reads 2022, 
EPL’s Adult Summer Reading Club! 
Who knows what you might win?

Creating Cultures of Care
Strong, close-knit neighbourhoods are good for us in so many ways
By April Fair, Sustainability Director, Riverbend Community League

I recently enjoyed an online workshop hosted by 
Abundant Community Edmonton (ACE), a program 
that promotes a culture of care and connection within 

neighbourhoods. I learned about some of the many 
benefits of building stronger ties with our neighbours: 
enhanced safety and mental health (especially for those 
who are more isolated); breaking down cultural barriers; 
networking for economic opportunities; sharing 

knowledge and skills; and the ability to create healthy communities where 
we live.

Another major benefit that might get overlooked is the chance to 
collaborate with neighbours in effortless ways to live more sustainably. 
I’m lucky to have wonderful neighbours and can share some examples 
from my own life, starting with the old classic: lending ingredients. Not 
only have my neighbours saved me the hassle of rushing to the store in the 
middle of cooking dinner, they have helped eliminate the carbon output of 
those extra trips. 

In the spring, I often carpool with a neighbour out to a nursery to pick 
up our potting plants, swapping landscaping tips and ideas along the way. 

When my family goes out of town, my neighbour helps us reduce food 
waste by taking the produce that we would have otherwise thrown out. 

Other times, she takes produce I just can’t use up (it’s always the giant 
cabbage). We both eat plant-based or vegan, and often swap recipes and 
food.

Other neighbours have a daughter a couple years older than ours, and 
have kindly passed on so much clothing that we’ve barely had to purchase 
anything new. Our neighbours' generosity has also saved us trips to the 
hardware store for items like bits of drywall, paint and tools we would only 
use once or twice. And, of course, we are always happy to return the favour 
when we’re able.

Finding opportunities to collaborate and share resources enriches our 
lives, all while enabling us to reduce costs, clutter, waste and our carbon 
output. 

Strong, close-knit neighbourhoods are also more resilient and adaptable. 
As we increasingly feel the effects of the climate crisis, being able to draw 
on the help of those we live closest to will become more valuable than 
ever. 

I recommend checking out ACE workshops and resources for ideas on 
how to get more connected, from just saying hello to welcoming a new 
neighbour to creating a neighbourhood contact list and organising a block 
party. Summer is finally here, and it feels like the best time to make new 
connections and strengthen old ones.

GIBBS FOOT AND ANKLE CLINIC 
Medical and surgical treatment of the foot and ankle 

Dr. David Gibbs, DPM 

4632 Calgary Trail
For an appointment call 780-432-7877

Neuroma Hammertoes Bunion 

Heel Pain Ingrown Nails Ankle Pain 

Professional, Fast and Reliable
Repair and Service of Luxury Watches

Such as Rolex, Tudor, Omega, Cartier,
Chopard, Breintling, Longines, Tagheuer,
Movado, Baume & Mercier and others.

Anatolio Rysko former master technician at
Swedish Jewellers for past 16 years,
“the expert watchmaker”.

Service by appointment only.

Call 780-341-1515 or 780-907-3701

www.genevaservice.ca
email: genevarservice@telus.net

Geneva Luxury Watch Service
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Parliamentary Report
Despite increased spending, the federal government has not addressed inflation, childcare or energy
By Matt Jeneroux, MP, Edmonton Riverbend

As your Member of 
Parliament, I wanted 
to keep you updated 

on what’s been happening in 
Parliament and our community 
since the end of May, and what 
can be expected as we head into 

the summer months.  
As parliamentarians head into the final weeks 

of the house sitting, many issues have been up for 
debate. Among them, this year's budget (released 
on April 7). I had hoped to see changes in a 
variety of areas but many of the government’s 
proposals fail to meet many of the requirements 
that Canadians have been asking for. Pitched 
as a budget to “Grow our Economy and Make 
Life More Affordable,” very little was proposed 
to make life more affordable. The deficit is now 
sitting at $53 billion, adding to the hundreds of 

billions of debt added over the past two years. 
Despite this increase in spending, which means 
more money lost to interest payments, little 
action has been taken to address areas of inflation 
and provide financial relief to offset rising costs, 
childcare, energy policy and development, and 
defence policy. Of course, I will continue to 
push for policies and responsible spending that 
assists Canadians and of course, the residents of 
Edmonton Riverbend.

As we head into June, the house will also be 
expected to debate further proposed legislation, 
including Conservative Bill C-242 entitled “An 
Act to amend the Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act.” This Bill seeks to allow parents 
and grandparents who apply for a temporary 
resident visa as a visitor the ability to stay in 
Canada for a period of five years, as well as 
to purchase private health insurance outside 

Canada. Matters like these provide common 
sense solutions to the problems many in our 
community continue to face and I’m glad to see 
practical solutions in action. 

Finally, as we head into the summer months, 
I wanted to let you know about our constituency 
office move. As of July 1, we will be over by the 
Save-On-Foods on 23 Avenue and Rabbit Hill 
Road. It’s a bit more central to the riding and it 
also allows us a bit more space at a much lower 
rent. 

As always, if you need support or have any 
comments or questions about what is happening, 
I would be happy to discuss. Please contact 
my office at Matt.Jeneroux.C1@parl.gc.ca. We 
would be pleased to assist you on any federal 
matters. 

Brander Gardens’ Street Labs Moves Ahead
Measures are intended to address neighbourhood safety and livability concerns
By Deann Stein Hasinoff, for the Brander Gardens Traffic Committee

Vision Zero Street Labs combine the 
expertise and power of Edmontonians 
and City of Edmonton staff. Temporary 

and adaptable measures are used to creatively 
address neighbourhood safety and livability 
concerns. These small changes can spark the 
attention of the community and lead to lasting 
improvements in the way we think about and use 
our streets.

Phase 1 (Installations completed in May)
Two curb extensions were added to the 

crosswalk between 58th St. and Brander Drive. 
This additional feature was recommended by the 
Street Labs team after reviewing the community 
engagement survey results. Curb extensions 
shorten crossing distance. 

A narrow median at 148 St. and Riverbend 
Road will impede vehicles from making sharp, 
left, speeding turns from 148 St. onto Riverbend 
Road. This option was chosen to maintain one 
travel lane and one parking lane in each direction 
on Riverbend Road. This was recommended 
by the Street Labs team after reviewing the 
community engagement survey results, assessing 
the area, and discussions with the committee.

Full traffic lights were not approved for the 
Riverbend Road and 56 Ave. A trial of an all way 
stop was proposed. The trial of a curb extension 

on the northwest corner was proposed 
to improve visibility for vehicles 
entering into traffic from 56 Ave. 
Other proposed changes that were not 
approved included turning the east 
side of 56 Ave. into a one way street, 
and restricting left hand turns from 56 
Ave. onto Riverbend Road. 

A survey was drafted and residents 
were given the opportunity to respond. 
There was not sufficient support for 
either the all way stop or the curb 
extension. No further advocacy for 
change will be undertaken for this 
intersection at this time. 

The Street Labs team looked into 
the possibility of a speed table (i.e. speed bump 
suitable for buses) on 148th St between Tempo 
School and Riverbend Road to slow speeding 
vehicles on this street. The cost was prohibitive 
and will not be a part of the Street Lab project.

Phase 2
Phase 2 will be completed in 2023 or 2024, 

subject to road work completion. Vibrant 
crosswalks will be painted in two or three 
crossing areas on Riverbend Road.

The newly installed projects will be in place 
for six-12 months, at which point there will be 

another opportunity for residents to provide 
feedback. Some features have to be removed 
for winter, but in the case of Brander Gardens, 
most of the features can remain in place over the 
winter.

Information about this project can be 
accessed through the Riverbend Community 
League website (look for the Brander Gardens 
tab at the top of the home page) or the City of 
Edmonton’s Vision Zero page under Street 
Lab locations. Questions and comments can be 
directed to brandergardensvision@gmail.com

Curb extensions were added to the crosswalk between 58th St. 
and Brander Drive on the recommendation of the Street Labs 
team. Curb extensions shorten crossing distance.

Visit the Garden with a Difference
Green & Gold Garden gearing up for a busy summer
By Patricia Hartnagel

Warmer weather and occasional rain 
means things are busy at the Green & 
Gold Garden on the South Campus of 

the University of Alberta. This is our 14th season 
and this is a special year: In March the House 
of Commons unanimously adopted a motion 
proclaiming 2022 the Year of the Garden.

Our volunteers are busy with seeding and 
transplanting, and will be tending our two 
acres containing 50-plus varieties of veggies, 
herbs and flowers. The orchard volunteers will 

oversee the 100-plus fruit trees and our berry 
patch, which is close to a half acre! An added 
bonus: All of our garden is grown using organic 
growing principles.

Follow us at greengoldgarden.com to see our 
garden grow. Sign up for weekly e-news during 
the season to keep up-to-date on what is being 
harvested and available at our market days. Also, 
we will be having special tours and guests at our 
Saturday market throughout July and August. Do 
join us!

We are an all-volunteer “garden with a 
difference.” All money raised from the sales of 
our produce supports the Tubahumurize Project 
in Rwanda. Since 1994, following the Rwandan 
genocide, it has provided programmes for 
socially and economically marginalized women. 
Read more about Tubahumurize on the website.

If you have not been to our garden, do visit 
this very special local project with a global 
impact. If you have been to the garden, we look 
forward to welcoming you back.
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RAKHI
PANCHOLI
MLA for Edmonton - Whitemud

203, 596 Riverbend Square
780-413-5970
Edmonton.Whitemud@assembly.ab.ca

BUILDING 
ALBERTA’S 

FUTURE

 

Removing barriers for students in 
grades 3-12 with learning disabilities 
in reading, writing and mathematics 
since 1983.  

     Learning 
     Beyond  
      Limits  

EdmontonAcademy.com 
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WEEKLY LAWN CARE!
Now booking for the 2022 season. 
Visit AtlasOS.ca to request a quote.

Dead or dying
trees in your yard?
We can remove
them & grind
out the stumps!

CALL US FOR:
Tree Removal

AtlasOS.ca
780-809-4399

ATLAS
OUTDOOR SERVICES

Stump Grinding
Tree Pruning

Hedge Pruning
Light Landscaping

Junk Removal

 Weekly Lawn Care
spots still available.
    Contact us today
          for a mowing
          free Summer!

Get a hand around your home

The Seniors Home Supports Program is a service 
that gives Edmonton Seniors 55+ the opportunity to 
receive referrals to screened businesses and service 
providers offering the following:

Snow removal
Housekeeping
Home repair & maintenance

Yard help
Personal services 

Call your SouthWest Home Supports Coordinator, 
Barbara Newell, today! 

780-860-2931       •        homesupport@swesa.ca        •        www.swesa.ca

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION  I 780.483.2666

A BUSINESS BUILT ON REFERRALS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
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“Hawnski,” Our Neighborhood Top Gun!
Former fighter pilot (and Member of Parliament) Laurie Hawn earned 
his nickname after briefly flying into Russian airspace
By Dave Rumbold

Long-term Riverbend resident Laurie 
Hawn has had several interesting careers 
and has many great stories to tell!

A native of Winnipeg, Laurie enlisted in the 
Canadian Forces right out of high school, first 
entering engineering school. After his first year, 
he was accepted into the Canadian Air Force pilot 
training program, which led to a 31-year career 
with 14 relocations! His initial posting was at 
Gimli, Manitoba, flying Lockheed T-33 training 
jets. He progressed to the CF-104 Starfighter and 
eventually the CF-18 Hornet, serving at several 
Canadian and NATO air force 
bases. He finished his service 
as a Lieutenant-Colonel, 
commanding a CF-18 Hornet-
equipped fighter squadron at 
CFB Cold Lake. Laurie earned 
the call sign “Hawnski” after 
piloting his CF-104 into Russian 
controlled airspace in 1973 for 
about 15 minutes, which is a 
hard thing to live down!

Laurie had a significant 
role with the CF-18, serving 
on the committee tasked with 
selecting that generation of 
fighter jet, and then being the first Canadian 
to fly it. He subsequently instructed the next 
generation of Canadian pilots on the new fighter. 
More recently, Laurie advocated politically for 
Canada to update our fighter-jet fleet. He was also 
honoured to serve for seven years as Honourary 
Colonel of 417 Combat Support Squadron and 
401 Tactical Fighter Squadron.

Laurie married “Manitoba-farm-girl” 

Judy, who was training as a nurse, 53 years 
ago. Fortunately, Judy was able to practice her 
profession as they moved around so much. They 
found time to raise Jennifer and Rob, now parents 
of their grandchildren, with everyone based in 
Western Canada.

Laurie retired from military service in Cold 
Lake in 1994, and he and Judy began a new 
career in financial planning there. Within a few 
years, they moved the business to Edmonton and 
personally relocated to a condo in Riverbend, 
where they continue to live. They chose 

Edmonton and love it here, supporting many 
local cultural organizations. Laurie has served 
in diverse roles with the Edmonton Police 
Commission and the Glenrose Foundation. He 
has found time to serve as president of his condo 
board, where his political skills come in handy 
from time to time! Laurie has also served 11 
years with the No Stone Left Alone Memorial 
Foundation, where he is currently a director. This 

amazing, Edmonton-based organization honours 
the sacrifice and service of Canada’s military by 
educating students and placing poppies on the 
headstones of veterans every November. In 2021, 
67,000 poppies were placed on headstones by 
6,500 students in 131 ceremonies across Canada.

Laurie is probably best known for his 10 years 
as Member of Parliament for Edmonton Centre, 
beginning in 2006. He served as Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Defence, on the 
Special Committee for Afghanistan, the Standing 
Committee on National Defence, and the 

Committee on Public Safety 
and National Security. He also 
served on the Treasury Board 
and was Joint Chair of the 
Canada-US Permanent Joint 
Board on Defence. Laurie 
was especially honoured to be 
sworn into the Privy Council 
by David Johnston in his 
first official act as Governor 
General in 2010.

During his time in office, 
Laurie was known to get out to 
as many events as possible. A 
particular point of pride were 

his efforts to be present when our troops departed 
and returned on missions from CFB Edmonton. 
He took seven trips to support Canadian troops 
serving in Afghanistan.

When asked for advice, Laurie says, “Life is 
a people business, no matter what you’re doing.”  
His comments for politicians are, “Be honest and 
consistent, and don’t get a big head!” Sounds 
like good advice for all of us!

3YR Mornings
3/4YR Afternoons

Tuesday
Thursday

4YR Mornings
4YR Afternoons

Monday
Wednesday

Friday

COME JOIN US!
Visit our website for more details

“Life is a people business, no matter what you’re doing,” says former fighter pilot, politician 
and Riverbend resident Laurie Hawn.

Dave Rumbold
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TRUSTED • PROFESSIONAL • EXPERTS

CUSTOM HOMES 

RENOVATIONS 

Ad must be presented at time of purchase.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Only one coupon per customer.  Minimum $200 purchase.  Offer Expires July 31, 2022

A clothing experience 
like never before 

is right around the corner!

Edmonton - Riverbend
(by the Bend Lounge and Circle K)

14725 - 40 Avenue
780-989-0058

revolutionboutique.ca

Bring in this ad 
and receive 
$50 OFF 

your purchase!
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780 HHoonneeyyDDoo  
(780 466-3936) 

Check out our fees at: 

MyHoneyDoList.ca/How-Much? 

MyHoneyDoList.ca@gmail.com 
Since 
2017 

Give Us Your “HoneyDo” List 
~ We’ll Get It Done!!! ~  

Smartly Efficient 
Solutions 

Anniversary Bands 
 
 

Any style, any budget. We have the Anniversary band for 
you! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Forest of Jewels 
428 Riverbend Square 

780-438-3682 
www.forestofjewels.com 

 
Diamonds – Repairs – Custom Designs – Appraisals – Fine Jewellery and Gemstones 

Korite – Keith Jack – Crown Ring – Noam Carver – Swarovski – Tissot Watches 
 

Follow Us on Facebook and Instagram! 
 

Hours: Monday to Friday 10-5, Saturdays 10-4, Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANT TO TAKE OUT A CLASSIFIED AD?  CONTACT  ADS@RIVERBENDONLINE.CA  OR 780-437-7108

PIANO LESSONS Piano Lessons From a Fun, Friendly Piano Teacher 
With Over 30-Years Experience. All Ages and Levels Welcome! FREE 
TRIAL LESSON – CONTACT MRS. LAI AT 780-473-4880

WEEKLY LAWN CARE, tree pruning, hedge trimming, tree 
removal & more. Check us out online at AtlasOS.ca or call/text Steve 
@ 780-809-4399 to request an estimate.
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Tuesdays
5:00 Preschool Ballroom 3-5yr

5:45 Ballroom 6-8yr
6:40 Youth Ballroom 9-14yr

7:35 Adult Beginner Social Dance
 

Be active this summer!!
 From July 5th to August 20th
 

Mondays
5:00 Hip Hop 3-5yr
5:45 Hip Hop 6-9yr

6:40 Hip Hop 10-15yr

SUMMER 2022 DANCE CLASSES IN

RIVERBEND!

Saturdays
10:40 Ballet 4-5 yr
11:30 Ballet 6-9 yr

 

Visit our website for class details & schedule.

Web: www.elitedancestudio.net
 Email: elitestudioedmonton@gmail.com

 Phone: 780-953-0041

Yoga CLASS
IN PERSON

Summer
Sessions

www.riverbendonline.ca

Multi-level hatha yoga with Bev Moore
Mondays and Wednesdays

July 4-25 8-9:30am
9:30-11am

July 6-27 8-9:30am
9:45-11:15am

Fall 
Sessions

Sept 12-Dec 12  8-9:30am
                         9:30-11am
Sept 7-Dec 14    8-9:30am             

9:45-11:15am

780-437-7108

(no classes Oct 10)

Front Yards in Bloom is back 
and will include a celebration 
of 2022 being proclaimed 

Canada’s Year of the Garden. The 
proclamation celebrates Canada’s 
rich horticulture and garden heritage, 
today’s vibrant garden culture and 
it creates legacies for a sustainable 
future. Year of the Garden 2022 
invites us to plant something red to 
express our Canadian garden pride.

In honour of Canada’s Year of 
the Garden initiative, Front Yards in 
Bloom will highlight the Edible Yard 
category, which includes everything 

from vegetables and grains to fruiting 
trees, berry bushes, perennials, 
flowers and even mushrooms.

Everyone can participate by 
nominating a yard or space that you 
admire. Nominees will receive a yard 
sign and be recognized in one of six 
categories: General, Natural, Edible, 
Public Spaces, Tiny Yards, and 
Balconies in Bloom. Nominations 
will be accepted from May 20 to 
July 5. For more information or to 
nominate a front yard, public space 
or balcony, visit frontyardsinbloom.
ca.

Front Yards in Bloom to 
highlight Edible Yards

By Harvey Voogd

For the Year of the Garden, Front Yards in Bloom 
will highlight the Edible Yard category
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End of School Year a Time to Reflect
Together, we can build a strong public education system with excellent learning opportunities for all
By Julie Kusiek, Trustee, Ward F

Wow! Can you believe it? It is already the end of 
another school year. At this time of year, I like 
to reflect on what the year has given us. 

In October 2021, you granted me the incredible 
honour of being able to serve as Trustee for Ward F at 
Edmonton Public Schools. Since then, I’ve been able to 
learn more about the division, visit several schools, and 
even speak at some graduation ceremonies. With every 

new meeting and opportunity to engage directly with the community, I 
become more inspired. There is fantastic work going on at Edmonton 
Public Schools. 

Thank you to the principals and to the teaching and non-teaching staff 
that support kids every day in our classrooms. Your passion shows. I’ve 
appreciated being able to share in that joy with you and further share your 
good news stories in my regular Ward F Newsletter. 

Thank you to the families. Your contributions to building strong school 
communities is essential. Whether you spend your time volunteering at 
school events or field trips (yay for field trips and school events again!), 
sitting on the school council or fundraising society, or simply taking the 

time to support your child, it is so vitally important. I look forward to 
connecting with you again several times over the coming school year. 

To the wider community, we know that the adage “it takes a village to 
raise a child” was never more true than it is today. Thank you to everyone 
who chooses to engage in issues around public education, even if you don’t 
have children of your own or children who are currently attending K-12 
schools. I believe that together, we can continue to build a strong public 
education system and excellent learning opportunities for every child.  

Finally, to the students. Whether you are graduating from Grade 12 or 
getting ready to start in a new grade, new school or new classroom next 
year – you did it! You rose to each challenge the pandemic continued to 
bring. You explored, worked hard and made friends. I wish you a restful 
and fun-filled summer: You deserve it!

If you need to reach me over the summer, please email me at trustee.
julie.kusiek@epsb.ca. I’ll also be sending out the last Ward F Newsletter 
of the 2021-2022 school year following the June 21, 2022 board meeting. 
If you haven’t already signed up, you can do so via my website at www.
juliekusiek.ca. 

Report From the Legislature
NDP calls for weekly reporting on doctor recruitment, ambulance wait times and cancelled surgeries
By Rakhi Pancholi, MLA, Edmonton-Whitemud

Alberta politics has been busy lately (as usual!), 
but my focus continues to be on the issues 
that you and Albertans across the province are 

facing.
Recently, many of you contacted my office, 

concerned by the decision of the UCP government 
to cancel the Insulin Pump Therapy Program, which 
would affect thousands of Albertans with diabetes. 

Albertans from across the province spoke out against this ill-considered 
plan and demanded further consultation with the diabetes community. My 
NDP Caucus colleagues and I stood with many of you and raised your 
voices in the Legislature. I am pleased to note that the government has now 
announced that it is putting these changes on hold. However, I continue to 
hear your concerns about the level of consultation that will take place in 
the months to follow. I will continue to advocate on this issue.

There are other challenges in our healthcare system. Too many Albertans 
do not know if they will be seen by a doctor, if an ambulance will be there 
when they need one or if their scheduled surgery will need to be cancelled 
or diverted at the last minute. My NDP colleagues and I are calling for 
weekly reporting on doctor recruitment and departures, ambulance wait 

times, and cancelled and diverted surgeries across the province.
During the recent legislative session, the government introduced 

legislation to provide for job-protected leave following pregnancy loss. 
My NDP colleagues and I pressed to ensure that the legislation included all 
forms of pregnancy loss, including abortion and termination for medical 
reasons. No woman should be forced to persuade their employer that their 
situation is covered. I am pleased to report our proposals were accepted.

I have also heard from many of you about the rising cost of living, 
including massive increases in the cost of electricity, natural gas and car 
insurance. My NDP colleagues and I introduced amendments to ensure 
that promised rebates for electricity would be delivered by May 31st and 
to protect families from utility cut-offs while awaiting the rebate. The UCP 
government refused these changes.

Finally, we have been focused on developing policy proposals to 
spur economic diversification and provide good-paying, long-term jobs 
for Albertans. If you visit the website AlbertasFuture.ca, you will find 
proposals on job creation. My colleagues and I remain committed to 
this work because we believe that we have a responsibility to propose 
constructive alternatives. As always, if you have ideas to share, you can 
reach me at Edmonton.whitemud@assembly.ab.ca. 

Farmers’ Market Hits its Stride
New vendors, young entrepreneurs and little kids bring vibrancy to market
By Lisa Jodoin 

It has been an incredible season so far and the 
Southwest Edmonton Farmers’ Market is so 
grateful to our vendors, customers, staff and 

community for your support and enthusiasm to 
keep our market an amazing place for everyone 
to enjoy. We would like to give a huge shout-out 
to our volunteers, who generously donate their 
time to keep the market running smoothly. They 
help us set up, clean up and perform a variety of 
tasks during market hours that make the market 
the fun, vibrant community gathering place we 
all love.

As the market continues to grow, we are 
always looking for new and exciting vendors to 
join us. If you are new to farmers’ markets or 
have any questions about becoming a vendor, 
feel free to contact swefm.manager@gmail.com. 

On that note, I’d like to give a huge thank you 
to our hardworking vendors, who show up rain 
or shine and sometimes even snow! These folks 
put incredible amounts of time and love into 
their small businesses and are the heartbeat of 
Edmonton’s fabulous market scene.

Once again our Young Vendors program this 
season has been a success for everyone. We have 
five young vendors that join our market on a 
rotating basis. Each one has seen a great deal of 
success and has been warmly welcomed. 

Don’t forget that our Sprouts Program has 
returned this season! Pop by the Friends of 
Sprouts tent and register your children between 
the ages of 4 and 12 and find out more about this 
nutritional program.

Keep a watch on our Facebook Page every 

week for our Fresh Sheets updates to see which 
vendors are joining us and find out what other 
fun things are happening at the market. 

Lastly, thank you, Southwest Edmonton, and 
everyone else who makes the trip to join us every 
Wednesday during our season. Our market is a 
true community initiative, and it belongs to the 
people. Your loyalty has made our market one of 
the best in the city! 

The SWEFM runs every Wednesday from 
May 18 to Oct. 5, from 4:00pm – 7:30pm in the 
Terwillegar Rec Center Parking lot E.
Visit www.swefm.ca 

@swefm.ca 
@SWEFM_YEG 
swefm
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Brookview Community 
League Update
So much to do in the summertime!
Volleyball Anyone? It may be 
hard to tell, but the volleyball 
net in Frank Victor Burton Field 
received an important facelift in 
the fall. The posts were replaced 
and the net has returned for the 
season. We welcome you to enjoy 
the volleyball court (but please 
don’t hang on the net!) and want to 
give a big shout out to John B for 
bringing volleyball to Brookview.  
And don’t forget, the tennis/
pickleball court in G.H.V Bulyea 
Park is open too!

City of Edmonton – Yards 
in Bloom contest July 8-18: 
Brookview yards are already 
looking fabulous. Thank you 
all for the beauty you bring to 
our neighbourhood! Nominate 
your favourite front yards in 
our community at social@
brookviewcommunityleague.ca. 
BCL volunteers will walk around 

the neighbourhood in the next few 
weeks to nominate homes with 
exceptional front yards and to 
place nomination signs on lawns. 
The top three yards will each 
receive a gift card!

Green Shack Program – July 
4-August 25: This popular free 
program for kids aged six to 12 
has returned to G.H.V Bulyea 
Park. It runs Monday to Friday 
from 2:30pm – 5:30pm. Crafts, 
games, sports and more!

Brookview’s Energuide Chall-
enge: Complete your EnerGuide 
assessment to see how energy 
efficient your home is compared 
to the rest of Brookview. Plus, 
if you’re in the top three you’ll 
win a monetary prize. Complete 
details are on the BCL website. 
Join today! Federal rebates are 
available.

Community Harvest Event – 
Share the Bounty! Grow way too 
many tomatoes? Don’t know what 
to do with all those zucchinis? This 
year the Brookview Community 
League is going to have its first 
community harvest in August and 
September where we can all share 
in the fruits of your labour. Stay 
tuned to the BCL website for more 
details

Big date: Community League Day 
is September 17, 2022: You can 
look forward to food trucks, live 
music, kids activities, fireworks 
and an outdoor movie! Mark your 
calendars! 

Thanks to our Spring Clean Up 
Volunteers! Thanks to everyone 
who came out for our Brookview 
Community Clean-Up event on 
May 7, and to everyone’s efforts 
to reduce litter in our community.

BCL Website
For more Brookview news, visit 
brookviewcommunityleague.ca.

Harnessing a Child’s Potential
A child's development is like a game of Pick-up Sticks. 
Each child comes with a pack of coloured sticks and has their entire childhood to pick them up

This is the time of year, each year, that 
early childhood educators and caregivers 
pause to reflect on how much growing 

the children in our orbit have done. They aren't 
just bigger. They have ticked dozens and dozens 
of developmental milestones, each in their own 
time, each in their own way. And it is ALWAYS 
amazing.

The schools of thought on how best to 
support and harness a child’s developmental 
potential seem infinitely varied. There is an 
endless array of choices that promise outcome-
focused learning. Thankfully, the prevailing 
wisdom still leans heavily to early learning 
settings that focus on the whole child’s intrinsic 
development. In a nutshell, the best practice 
is still to give each child the space, tools, 
support, love, care, acceptance and time to be 
and become their best selves at each and every 
stage of development. It’s everywhere. We’re 
all right here. Every loving caregiver, caring 
daycare, inclusive playschool, and “come as you 
are” activity embodies it. It’s there in anyone 
who bends down to explain why a bug flies or a 
rock is a certain colour. It’s there when Grandpa 
spends two hours making 15-minute muffins 
with them and it’s there when Aunty helps them 
plant a flower. Meeting children where they are 
is vital to their well being. It’s how they grow 
and stretch and discover who they are.

This doesn’t mean we don’t advocate 
for and embrace interventions when 
they present themselves. The difference 
between a developmental deficit and 
a developmental delay is only seen in 
hindsight, so embrace all additional 
support along the way! That, too, meets 
a child where they are.

A child's development is a bit like 
a game of Pick-up Sticks. They all 
come with this huge box of infinitely 
coloured sticks and they have their 
entire childhood and youth to pick 
them up. Some will pick up many of 
the same colour first, some will choose 
from all the colours, some will get a bit 
stuck and forget to pick any up for long 
stretches. But given enough time, care, 
encouragement, and an environment that 
works to make trying to pick up those 
sticks fun and safe, most children will 
pick up enough sticks to become happy 
healthy grownups (even if they need 
support, because we ALL need support).

So this is the time we ponder those concepts, 
and it truly is an honour each year. We experience 
so much worry, celebration and plain old fatigue. 
But kids do all the work and suddenly so many 
things that were hard look easy for them. Phew.

So as we turn our collective focus to summer, 

please don’t think the end of school is an end to 
learning or development for the year. It’s merely 
a time to sit back and watch all that marvelous 
development and growth come to fruition. 
Celebrate where kids are, because where they 
are is amazing.

By Laurel, Becky, and Lita, Riverbend Playschool teachers

Summer is a time to sit back and watch all that marvelous 
development and growth come to fruition. Celebrate where 
they are, because where they are is amazing.

Thanks for volunteering!
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3 River Lots in Donsdale 
Starting at $1,350,000

Dream opportunity to own & build.  
73 ft Frontage on Donsdale Drive. Fully serviced

ML# E4285833

Visit SallyMunro.com 
FOR MORE FINE HOMES & ESTATES

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.®

Follow me on:

Grand Centurion

780.441.5457
SallyMunro.com

SALLY
MUNRO

Windermere  $2,595,000
Lifestyle redefined in this luxury walk-out. 6 

bed, 6 bath. His and Her main floor office. 
ML# E4280874

Magrath Heights $1,273,000
Larch Park across from ravine. Rare 3300 sq ft 
custom estate home. Beautifully appointed.

ML# E4294426

Brander Gardens $2,150,000
Build your dream home! 1acre backing onto 
the river valley in prestigious Ramsay Heights 

ML# E4299064

Century Park Penthouse  $599,900
2 bedroom + den. 2 U/G parking stalls. 

Large deck with a downtown view!  
ML# E4282852

Dare to Dream! Build in Windermere 
$2,199,000

Incredible lot backing onto the North 
Saskatchewan River in Windermere Ridge 

ML# E4273700

For the Right Price, For the Right Price, 
would you would you 

sell your home?sell your home?

Donsdale  $1,450,000
The prestigious river community. Exec 2 
storey 5370 sqft fin space.  A must see!  

 ML# E4285568

Windermere  $1,699,000
Custom built 4676 sq ft above grade (6878 
total sq ft). 6 bedrooms with ensuite baths.  

ML# E4299050

SSummerummer  VVibesibes

Downtown Penthouse $1,688,000
Rare find 39th floor BRAND NEW condo. 2  
bed+den & 2.5 baths + 2 u/g stalls. 2216sf

ML# E4291355

Twin Brooks  $899,000
Backs onto Blackmud Creek ravine. 4+1 
bedrooms 3.5 baths.  Huge private lot.

ML# E4281627

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

 In a Dream Home! In a Dream Home!

Cameron Heights $1,698,000
Elegant custom 3111 sq ft walk-out 

bungalow with loft. Gourmet kitchen! 
ML# E4278308

Rural Parkland County $1,748,000
Stonewood Terrace gated estate 3.08 acres. Over 
5,040 sf of exceptional space in a 2 story walk-out.

ML# E4297088

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Bulyea Heights $974,900
Brookview Estates. 4+2 bedrooms, 3.5 baths 

Chef Kitchen. Quiet cul de sac.
ML# E4279760

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Old Glenora  $878,000
Luxurious appointed half/duplex 2350 sq.ft 

finished space. 5 beds 5 baths.  Central A/C.
ML# E4281627

Rural Parkland County $698,000
80 acre farm predominantly on Longhurst 

Lake. Beautifully renovated bi-level. Must see
ML# E4297328

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Call Sally today for a free market evalution!  
780.441.5457780.441.5457    
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E L E N A ' S  
R H Y T H M I C
G Y M N A S T I C S
C L U B

HADDOW, TERWILLEGAR
& WINDERMERE

Ages 3 to Teen
NCCP-cert. Coaches

www.ergclub.org | 780-903-0464

Recreational
 & Competitive

Weekly Classes in

-  e s t .  1 9 9 5  -

Riverbend Dental Clinic
Comprehensive General Denistry

Hours of Operation
Monday        1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Friday       9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday       1:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday       8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.       
Every 2nd Saturday   10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Suite 200, 5651 Riverbend Road
Edmonton Alberta T6H 5K4 Phone (780) 435-3555

Riverbend Dental Clinic Team 
Dr. Wayne E. Hackman, B.Sc., D.D.S.

Dr. Marcus A. Hackman, B.Sc., D.M.D.
l Comprehensive General Dentistry with 
   an Emphasis on Prevention
l TV’s in Every Room for Your Comfort
l Cosmetic Dentistry Available

Celebrating a wedding, event or anniversary?

Let everyone know with 
a customized ad in the 
Ragg-Times. Prices vary 
depending on size and 
complexity. Get in touch at 
ads@riverbendonline.ca.
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